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By Louis Clotman 
Managing Editor
Continuing its tradition of 
dynamic leadership, the 
nation's only historically 
black, all-male liberal arts 
college will inaugurate 
distinguished alumnus and 
nationally recognized scientist 
and educator Dr. Walter E. 
Massey, '58, as its ninth 
president this Friday.
The inauguration will 
highlight a weekend of 
activities celebrating the 129th 
anniversary of Morehouse 
College's founding. "The 
inauguration is a very 
important occasion," 
remarked Dr. Massey in an 
interview with The Maroon 
Tiger. "[It's] not for the 
individual but for what they 
can symbolize, by bringing 
together a community to look 
inward and move forward to 
the future."
Dr. Massey entered 
Morehouse College in the fall 
of 1954 out of the tenth grade.
'The Thrill of Victory
The Maroon Tigers snatch a victory away from the 
CAU Panthers in their January 31 match-up. The 
Tigers would go on to beat Moriis Brown on February 
10, thus becoming the reigning AUC champions.
Having not been 
exposed to Calculus or 
Advanced English, he 
worried that in choosing 
prestigious Morehouse, 
he might have bitten off 
more than he could 
chew, but four years 
later he graduated with 






explained, "is symbolic 
of the College's ability to 
recognize a young man's 
potential rather than 
classify him by his 
background."
Assuming the office of 
President in September, 
Dr. Massey brings with 
him a host of impressive 
credentials: Provost and 
Senior Vice President for 
Academic Affairs at the 
University of California, 
Director of the National 
Science Foundation,
Continued on page 4 Photo Courtesy of College Relations
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Morehouse Eagles Scouts Take Flight
By C. Reynard Hardiman
Acting W&L News Editor
Keeping in mind that only 
one out of every fifty Boy Scouts 
gain the honor of becoming an 
Eagle Scout, twenty-four Men 
of Morehouse gathered with 
President Walter Massey and 
City of Atlanta Mayor Bill 
Campbell on January 30, 1996, 
to announce the formation of 
the Morehouse College Eagle 
Scout Association. The 
Morehouse chapter is the 
largest consortium of minority 
Eagle Scouts on any college 
campus in America.
The chapter, led by Randolph 
Walker, Jr., a Junior English 
major from West Point, MS, has 
three main components to their 
overall mission. The 
organization plans to increase 
the number of African 
American Eagle Scouts through 
a merit badge counseling and 
guidance program, make Boy 
Scouts a "cool" activity for inner 
city youth, and form a group on 
campus for those students who 
have reached the Eagle Scout
level.
Walker and the group believes 
that these initiatives will help 
reduce crime among African 
American teenagers and fill the 
void of adult leadership in the 
community.
On hand to attend the event, 
Mayor Bill Campbell praised 
the group for its efforts. "So 
often we hear negative things 
about our young African- 
American men [that] the City of 
Atlanta and the residents of this 
community are truly blessed to 
have a group of Morehouse 
men work with these young 
boys to give them guidance 
about being an Eagle Scout," 
said Mayor Campbell. "These 
men of Morehouse have lived 
up to the saying 'where there is 
hope all things are possible.'"
Future plans for the 
Morehouse Eagle Scouts 
include providing other Eagle 
Scouts on the college level an 
outlet to continue their service 
and starting their own 
scholarship fund to recruit 
worthy African-American 
Eagle Scouts to Morehouse.
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Announcements
ACHIEVEMENTS
— The Maroon Tiger World & Local News Editor, Charles 
Meadows, has been selected to participate in the Washington 
Semester Program of American University in Washington, 
D.C. The Junior International Studies major is the first 
student selected since Morehouse College joined the 
prestigious international affairs consortium in 1995. 
Meadows will take courses at American University, 
participate in an internship program and receive a $4,500 
scholarship. Dr. George Kieh, Director for International 
Studies, serves as Morehouse's institutional representative, 
and has the responsibility for nominating eligible students.
CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
— The Atlanta African-American Philharmonic 
Orchestra's 7th Annual Black History Month Concert will 
be held on Saturday, February 24,1996 at the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. International Chapel at 7:30 p.m. This year's concert 
will feature the world premiere of The Rosewood Concerto , 
inspired and dedicated to those who died and survived the 
lynching and destruction of Rosewood, Florida in January 
1923.
INTERNSHIPS
— Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., is offering six talented 
people a chance to participate in T-2000, an intensive six 
month rotation program within Turner's leading divisions. 
Applicants must have an undergraduate degree. Interested 
students should send their materials by March 1, 1996, to: 
T-2000, TEG Human Resources, 1050 Techwood Dr., N.W., 
Atlanta, Georgia 30318.
— The Medical College of Georgia is currently accepting 
applications for the 1996 Summer Enrichment Program in 
the Health Sciences. Rising Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors 
who are interested in the health professions must send in 
applications before March 31, 1996. All applicants will be 
judged on the basis of GPA and overall potential for graduate 
study. For more information, call (706) 721-2522.
OPPORTUNITIES
— The World Population Film/Video Festival has issued a 
Call for Entries for its 1996 competition. The festival, 
organized by Sopris Foundation, Searchlight Films and 
Population Communications, is an international competition 
for college and secondary school students to encourage 
critical thought and self-expression regarding population 
growth, resource consumption, the environment and our 
common global future. Students are free to use any 
cinematic form — drama, animation, image-montage, 
documentary etc — and their pieces can be any length. 
Entries must be postmarked by June 1, 1996. The college 
awards will total $7,000, with $3,000 for the first place 
winner. For more information, call 1-800-638-9464, or write 
POPVIDFEST@AOL.COM
— From February 11 through April 16, 1996, students can 
spend all day at any one of Disney theme parks for $26 and 
then play all night free on Pleasure Island, with a wild street 
party, seven hot nightclubs, plus confetti and fireworks at 
midnight. To receive the savings, students must present a 
valid college ID. For additional guest information, call (407) 
824-4321.
Department Chair Answers Allegations of Unfair Practice
By Saeed Ahmed 
General Manager
In a conversation with The 
Maroon Tiger, Dr. Robert 
Dixon, Chair of the Physics 
Department, addressed charges 
of unfair practice made against 
him in a "Letter to the Editor" 
(reproduced on page 19).
The letter alleges that Dr. 
Dixon is currently using his 
"notes" instead of a regular 
textbook for General Physics 
152, and is asking students to 
"[pay] the full amount up front" 
for a set of notes with "no page 
numbers and, in many cases, 
the figures ... missing." It also 
contends that the Department 
head has replaced the General 
Physics 151 text with his own 
"inadequately-written" book.
"It's a simple matter of 
arithmetic," he explained, 
refuting allegations that he is 
profiting from the sale of the so- 
called 'Notes.' "The money 
generated from the sales is 
nowhere near the cost that went 
into the typing, photocopying 
and binding of the books."
Dr. Dixon also believes that 
the replacement of the old text, 
College Physics (Serway & 
Faughn), by his books is 
justifiable. "My effort is 
directed by my experience," he 
said. "You base your decisions 
on what you believe is more 
valuable and serves the student 
better." The change was 
implemented because the
Bail Request for Morehouse Graduate Denied
By Saeed Ahmed 
General Manager
A petition for the 
reconsideration of bond for 
Morehouse graduate and 
Honor student, Hajj Womack, 
was turned down by the Fulton 
County Superior Court 
February 2, 1996. The court 
claimed that it found no basis 
to alter its previous order 
denying the request for bond on 
the grounds that "there was a 
threat of additional crimes 
being committed if the 
defendant was released from 
custody."
Dr. Alton Hornsby, Jr., head 
of the Morehouse History 
Department and Chairman of 
the Hajj M. Womack Defense 
Fund, called the ruling "one of 
the most disgusting travesties of 
justice I have ever witnessed."
"The District Attorney 
resorted to lies and fabrication 
to deny his bail," Dr. Hornsby
current book "rectifies the 
problems and complaints that 
students have made about 
Serway," he added.
As for the contention that
Photo Courtesy of College Relations
Dr. Robert Dixon has come 
under fire after allegations of 
impropriety were made against 
him in a letter to the newspaper.
some students consider his 
books "inadequately-written," 
Dr. Dixon pointed out that he 
has received "only favorable 
responses" from faculty 
members at various
universities, including Morgan 
State University, University of 
Maryland and Clark-Atlanta 
University.
"The book will be used by 
Hampton this fall, and it is 
being considered by the Physics 
department at Florida A&M," 
he said. Dr. Dixon also added 
that Dr. Mohanty "who was my
claimed. "They said they had 
information from Michigan, 
faxed in to them that morning, 
that said Hajj was planning 
other robberies there, but they 
never presented anything to the 
judge."
At the hearing, the 
prosecution also contended 
that the Michigan police had 
found a number of rifles in 
Womack's Michigan apartment. 
"Another lie,"exclaimedDr. 
Hornsby. "There is no record of 
that in the police report."
"The court said it made its 
decision after an 'evidentiary' 
hearing, but the only evidence 
that was presented was by our 
side," pointed out Dr. Hornsby.
Womack, a 1995 graduate of 
Morehouse College and a 
Rackham fellow at the 
University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor, was charged last 
December with 93 counts of 
felony. The charges stem from 
a series of armed robberies at
Physics professor at 
Morehouse, and now teaches at 
Southern University,
recommended that people there 
use my book."
However, a detailed sales 
and shipping report that The 
Maroon Tiger obtained from 
the book's publisher, Kendall/ 
Hunt Publishing Company in 
Iowa, shows- no records of 
either his 'Physics and 
Technology for Liberal Arts' or 
'Concepts in College Physics 
Vol. I' — books used in 
Physical Science and General 
Physics 151 respectively — 
being sent to any of the schools 
mentioned above. The 
company also reported that the 
only school that has used Dr. 
Dixon's books since their 
publication has been 
Morehouse. Dr. Dixon 
attributed this to "poor 
marketing on the part of the 
publisher."
"This book has a lot of merit," 
reiterated Dr. Dixon, when 
asked to comment on the letter. 
"And I think [the letter] is a very 
sad, misguided statement. I 
have been teaching since 1966 
and I have never seen a single 
book that students said they 
didn't find difficult to follow."
"And usually," concluded 
Dixon, who is responsible for 
implementing the graduate 
program in Physics at Clark- 
Atlanta University, "the 
complaints are inversely 
proportional to the student's 
performance in class."
Atlanta-area fast-food
restaurants between December 
1994 and May 1995. Womack 
has consistently maintained his 
innocence, and believes that he 
is being accused because of his 
membership in the "Five 
Percent Nation," an off-shoot of 
the Nation of Islam, which the 
Atlanta Police Department 
considers a "gang."
The Defense Fund has said 
that it will appeal the ruling in 
the next ten days. A press 
conference is also being 
planned on Morehouse's 
campus sometime this week.
Editor's Note: The Hajj M. 
Womack Defense Fund has stated 
that if Womack is granted bond, it 
is estimated to be set at a minimum 
of $100,000. The current cost of 
attorneys in the case is $60,000. 
Two attorneys are contributing pro 
bono. To contribute to the Fund, 
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The Maroon Tiger Wins Awards at GCPA Contest
By Rodney Gabriel 
Staff Writer
The Maroon Tiger bagged 
a total of ten awards at this 
year's Better Newspaper 
Contest, including first place 
for editorial excellence. The 
awards, organized by the 
Georgia College Press 
Association, recognize and 
honor outstanding
achievement in collegiate 
print media. The annual 
event was held this year at the 
Holiday Inn in Athens, 
Georgia, on Saturday, January 
27,1996.
A & E Co-Editor Marc 
Joseph placed first in the Best 
Entertainment Feature/Series 
category for his "20 
Questions" series. The Junior 
English major from New York 
City, who writes under the 
pseudonym Guru Smurf, was 
modest when asked about his 
feelings on wjnning. "It's just 
very nice to be recognized for 
one's work," said Joseph.
"It just goes to show the 
amount of hard work that we 
try to put into each issue," 
added Managing Editor Louis 
Clotman, a Junior English 
major from Cleveland, Ohio. 
Clotman won second place for 
his article "Brothers Helping 
Brothers Succeed — A Profile 
of Inner Strength" in the Best 
Feature Story division.
Saeed Ahmed, General 
Manager/Copy Editor and 
Senior Biology major from 
Dhaka, Bangladesh, won first 
place for Best Review for "The 
End of Racism — Long on 
Conjecture, Short on Logic." 
Ahmed also earned second 
place in the Best News Article
Are You Planning for Ph. D Study
In our Nation's Capital?
We Are!
Join Us In Celebrating the 175th Anniversary 
of The George Washington University
Ph. D Research Fellowships 
in the Graduate School of Education
and Human Development
are being awarded to a pool of 
highly competitive new doctoral applicants to one 
of the four programs under development:
COUNSELING
EDUCATION POLICY STUDIES
HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 
SPECIAL EDUCATION
Fellowships begin Fail 1996 and include a stipend plus 9 credit hours each semester during the academic year, with limited tuition support av; 
in the summer. Application Deadline is March 1, 1996 for Fall 1996 admission. Interested applicants should send a letter of interest and resut 
Debra A. Bright, Director of Admissions, The George Washington University, Graduate School of Education & Human Development, 2134 G St 
N. W., Washington, D.C. 20052. Phone: (202) 994 - 6160 • Fax: (202) 994-7207
GWU is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution
Omar Bowles/Staff
Members of The Maroon Tiger staff proudly display 
the awards that the paper won at this year's Georgia 
College Press Association contest.
(Objective) category for an 
article entitled "Gay Student 
Organization Stirs
Controversy."
"We aren't surprised that we 
won this many," said Ahmed. 
"Actually, we thought we'd 
win some more, because this 
year we're a lot more critical 
about what the writers turn in. 
But the suggestions they [the 
review committee] gave us for 
improvement will certainly 
help next year."
Editor-in-Chief Obinna 
Lewis, a Junior Political Science 
major from Atlanta, was 
awarded first place for his 
editorial "Homophobia and 
Heterosexism at the House" in 
the Best Editorial or Editorial 
Series category. In the Best 
News Article (Interpretive or 
Investigative Reporting) 
division, Lewis received 
second place honors for his 
story "The State of Morehouse 
College."
"It meant a lot to me because
it was my editorial," said 
Lewis about his placement. "I 
mean, it wasn't like a news 
piece. It was something that 
really came from the heart."
The Maroon Tiger itself 
garnered several awards, 
ranking first in the Best 
Campus Community Service 
Award in Editorial Excellence 
category, and second for the 
Best Campus Community 
Service Award in News. The 
paper also placed second in 
Layout and Design Excellence 
and Overall General 
Excellence.
"We hadn't won a lot of 
awards in a long time, and we 
brought back a lot that we 
could show for all the effort we 
put forth this year," stated 
Lewis about the newspaper's 
achievements.
"Plus, our walls [in the 
office] were getting kind of 
bare — so the plaques help," 
concluded.Lewis jokingly.
Political Science Department Hosts 
Roundtable on Affirmative Action
By Obinna Eze Lewis 
Editor-In-Chief
In the first,of a continuing 
series, the Political Science 
Department sponsored a 
round table discussion on
Panelists at the first roundtable discussion organized by 
the Political Science Department: (L-R) Dr. Hasan 
Crockett, Dr. Andrew Vails, Dr. George Kieh, and
Dr.Abraham Davis.
affirmative action on 
February 7„ 1996. The event 
consisted of four Political 
Science Professors, Dr. George 
Kieh, Dr. Andrew Valis, Dr. 
Hasan Crockett, and 
coordinator of the event, Dr. 
Abraham Davis, and 
attracted an audience of 
roughly fifty students.
The event opened with brief 
lectures from each panelists 
on affirmative action. 
Professor Davis attempted to 
show the discrepancy 
between the Supreme Court's 
public sector and private 
sector rulings with regard to 
affirmative action. He 
explained, "The Supreme 
Court has not provided a 
coherent policy in this area."
Professor Crockett followed 
with a historical overview of 
affirmative action. Crockett 
argued that "one group 
historically has been 
favored." He used historical 
information from Theodore 
Cross' The Black Power 
Imperative to defend his 
point. He later identified this 
group as white men. This 
type of white male preference 
is "one of the reasons for 
affirmative action,"
concluded Professor Crockett. 
As for his contemporary take 
on affirmative action, 
Crockett suggested that 
affirmative action is only an 
issue today because of race.
After summarizing 
arguments made by political 
ideologues with regard to 
affirmative action, Dr. Valis, 
the only non-black member of 
the panel, shocked some 
members of the audience by 
declaring that "affirmative 
action should be endorsed as 
a permanent feature of our 
society." However, Professor 
Valis' remarks ultimately
came under fire from Professor 
Hamid Taqi, Associate 
Professor of Political Science, 
who contended that 
affirmative action must remain 
only a temporary feature of the 
political landscape.
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Dr. Kieh concluded the 
lecture presentations. 
Professor Kieh addressed 
affirmative action within the 
context of a larger need for 
resocialization. When Junior 
Political Science major 
Donovan Brown asked "how 
do we achieve resocialization," 
Kieh explained that America 
must be committed to new 
values and a continued effort 
to improve race relations. 
Simply put, the problem is that 
"people are socialized to be 
racist," exclaimed Kieh. Before 
concluding, Kieh felt it 
important to underscore that 
"affirmative action is not a 
blank check for unqualified 
black Americans."
After the presentations, the 
forum preceded into a question 
and answer session. When a 
student raised the question of 
discrepancies in admission 
standards, Dr. Davis explained 
that while Morehouse 
currently has several students 
that have gone on to Harvard 
and Yale, without affirmative 
action, the numbers would be 
reduced to only one. In 
response to a question 
pertaining to the continued 
attack by black conservatives 
on affirmative action, Dr. 
Crockett insisted that 
"affirmative action has 
worked."
After the forum concluded, 
Dr. Davis suggested that "we 
need more of these [forums]." 
He hopes ultimately that these 
forums will contribute 
substantively to the intellectual 
environment here at 
Morehouse. In fact, the next 
round table discussion is 
already in the planning stages. 
The tentative topic is "Why 





An In-Depth Look at Morehouse's Student Court
By Lee Miller 
Acting Campus News Editor
A violation of any of the 
activities outlined in the 
Morehouse College student 
handbook can land a student 
in either the Judiciary 
Committee or its student body 
counterpart, the Student Court.
The Student Court consists of 
five justices who hear cases 
brought before them by Dean 
Gaffney. Four justices are 
chosen from members of each 
class, while the Chief Justice is 
appointed by the Student
Government Association.
The justices determine
whether or not a student is 
guilty of violating college 
policy and then recommend a 
punishment for that particular 
student. The Court's decisions 
are collective and "rarely is it 
an issue of a vote," commented 
Chief Justice A. Benjamin 
Spencer. "I tell the offender 
what [our] decision is and 
recommend [that decision] to 
Gaffney. The decision is not 
binding — Dean Gaffney has 
the final decision."
At each court hearing, it takes
New Student Organization Focuses on “Black” Issues
By Khareem Ruth 
Contributing Writer
Is there a need for a Black 
Student Organization on a 
predominantly African 
American campus? In an 
interview with The Maroon 
Tiger, Tommy Stephenshaw, 
founding member of BSU, 
spoke at length about the 
relevance of the club and the 
various activities it plans to 
organize.
"We called it the Black 
Student Union because we 
wanted it to be an all- 
encompassing student 
organization," began the 
Junior Sociology major from 
Sacramento, California. "We 
believe that there are certain 
things that should be offered 
at Morehouse, both culturally 
and intellectually, which are 
not at this time being offered 
because of various limitations. 
For example, if the Sociology 
department wanted to bring, 
say, a scientist to one of its 
forums, it could only do so if 
it could somehow tie his work 
in a sociological perspective."
"That's where this club can 
play a role," continued 
Stephenshaw. "A club can 
come to us with an idea which, 
for some reason or another, 
they are unable to explore, and
we'll arrange it."
approximately an hour for the 
justices to hear and decide an 
issue. During the court 
hearing, John Eaves, the 
Court's advisor and Dean of
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The Student Court is composed of a justice from each class, 
and Chief Justice A. Benjamin Spencer (second from left), 
appointed by the SGA President.
Off-Campus Life, serves as a 
liaison to the Court, giving 
advice to students and the 
justices.
Eaves is also responsible, 
along with Dean Gaffney, for 
deciding whether a case 
should be handled by the 
Judiciary Committee or the 
Student Court. "The more
"For all those brothers who complain about 
the lack of action on Morehouse's part, here is 
your chance to replace your words with 
action"...
Mr. Stephenshaw went on to 
say that the Black Student 
Union is exactly that: a 
student's union. "It is exactly 
what its members make it to 
be. We are open to all students 
who are serious about the 
betterment of the black 
community. We are open to all 
political and religious 
ideologies. Our main goal is 
to bridge the gap between the 
other student organizations. 
We encourage the faculty to 
help because we know that 
there is a lot that they can offer 
us, but can't give us in the 
classroom because of time or 
syllabi limitations. Anyone 
who wishes to help out is more 
than welcome."
Some of the programs that 
the BSU are currently working 
on include a community 
service program cosponsored 
by AmeriCorps, a bookdrive, 
and joint programs with the 
BSU of Spelman and Students 
for All-Afrikan Empowerment 
(S. A. A. E.). Future projects 
include trips around the South
severe cases usually go to the 
Judiciary Committee," he 
commented. This Committee 
consists of four faculty 
members and three students.
Mr. Eaves, who has been 
involved with student 
disciplinary functions at other 
colleges, feels that the concept 
of a student court is a good one 
because it helps students 
recognize their misgivings.
The Court has heard cases 
that go from theft and fighting 
to attempting to take a boot off
"to give brothers a broader 
cultural understanding of our 
unique American experience."
Some controversy has 
nipped at the organization's 
heels, however. Questions 
have arisen as to whether the 
BSU is competing with other 
student organizations who 
answer to the will of the 
student body. Even though 
the Senate unanimously voted 
for the organization's charter 
at a meeting on February 6, 
1996, the College Committee 
for Campus Organization has 
stipulated that the 
organizational charter will 
only be granted on the 
condition of a name change. 
The names that are currently 
under consideration are the 
Black Scholars Association 
(BSA) and the Student's 
Alliance for Scholarly 
Advancement (SASA).
Such matters do not trouble 
Mr. Stephenshaw. "There will 
be much more important 
things to be done and much 
larger battles to fight than
a car. The majority of students 
who go before the Court are 
freshmen. "The freshmen 
have outweighed any other 
class in offenses," declared 
Jonathan Pickney, Senior Class 
Justice.
Some of the Court's 
disciplinary actions have been 
far from lenient. It has sent 
one person home for fighting, 
suspended one from 
dormitory living, and 
recommended that a third be 
sent home, but that decision 
was overturned by Gaffney. 
Spencer feels that even though 
the student was not sent home, 
the decision "had an impact 
through the shock-value of 
getting kicked out. [We] 
haven't had problems from 
that guy since."
For the justices, each new 
case is a cause for 
disappointment. "Students are 
bringing with them a 
mentality of negative urban 
street life. They have a feeling 
of I do whatever I want to do," 
explained Pickney. "[It is 
disappointing because] it's 
like watching the 11:00 news 
as your only medium to view 
African-American males."
debating over the name of the 
organization," stated
Stephenshaw. "The Morehouse 
BSU will continue no matter 
what the official name is."
"For all those brothers who
Presidential Inauguration
Continued from page 1
Vice-President for Research 
at the University of Chicago; 
Director of Argonne 
National Laboratory; Dean 
of the College and Professor 
of Physics at Brown 
University.
When asked about 
joining the ranks of past 
Morehouse presidents such 
as Samuel Archer, John 
Hope and Benjamin Elijah 
Mays, Dr. Massey modestly 
separated himself from his 
predecessors. "It is a 
challenge and an awesome 
responsibility to follow in 
the footsteps of past 
Morehouse presidents; so 
I'm not trying to emulate 
their accomplishments," 
stated Massey. "The legacy 
I would like to leave is for 
Morehouse to be thought of 
not just as a very good 
historically black college,
The Student Court typically 
meets on Tuesdays at 4 p.m. in 
the Kilgore Seminar Rooms, 
and the hearings are open to 
the general public.
Although the Court is not the 
only disciplinary committee, 
Spencer feels that it is the best 
for students. He said, "Both 
President Massey and Dean 
Gaffney agree that students 
should be making choices 
[when determining a student's 
punishment]." He continued 
that the Court has submitted 
several policy changes that the 
College is currently 
considering. Among them is 
a court recommendation of 
sending first time drug 
offenders through a drug 
rehabilitation program, and 
the formation of a dormitory 
review board to discuss issues 
involving dorm level 
violations.
"[We are] not only here to 
discipline students," Spencer 
concluded,"but also to help 
students from wrongdoing of 
the police and administration. 
[We are here] to represent 
students' interest."
complain about the lack of 
action on Morehouse's part, 
here is your chance to replace 
your words with action," 
concluded Stephenshaw.
but to be known as one of 
the best undergraduate 
liberal arts colleges in the 
nation, period."
Friday's inaugural 
pageantry will unfold with 
a procession, which will 
cross the Morehouse 
campus and conclude at 
King Chapel, to the music of 
the African American 
Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Speakers for the Inaugural 
Convocation will include 
Brown University President 
Vartan Gregorian and 
University of Chicago 
President Arthur M. 
Sussman. Michael S. 
Harper, Professor of English 
at Brown University and 
former poet laureate of 
Rhode Island, will present a 
special poem for the 
occasion, and Dr. Massey 
will deliver the inaugural 





Student Government Association 
Initiatives For ’96
0 TUTORIAL ASSISTANCE - Free academic assistance is now available through SGA tutors. 
For more information or to receive academic assistance, please call 215-2725.
0 CULTUREFEST - The SGA Chief of Staff Committee will host several artists, poets, photogra­
phers, and entertainers during the 1st Annual CultureFest on February 11th at 6:00 PM in the 
Kilgore Campus Center. Guests include the Jazz Band 'Sirius B" and the African dance troupe, 
"Ayoluwa."
0 BLACK WEALTH FORUM - In recognition of Black History Month, the SGA Speaker Series 
will present a motivating discussion on wealth in the African American community on Febru­
ary 14th at 6:00 PM in Dansby 200. Sociology Professor Larry Crawford will lead the discus­
sion.
0 "A SOLDIER'S PLAY"-The SGA/Student Activities and Director Robert Connor will present
a King Players Production of the acclaimed murder mystery "A Soldier's Play" on Saturday, 
February 17th at 5:00 PM in King Chapel. Other show dates: February 21st, 22nd, and 23rd at 
8:00 PM in King Chapel.
0 BRUNCH WITH DR. & MRS. WALTER MASSEY - Student Activities will host a Brunch for 
all Morehouse parents and sons attending the Weekend events. The Brunch will be Sunday, 
February 18th at 1:00 PM in Lane Dining Hall.
0 PAN-HELLENIC FORUM - SGA will host a discussion on the purpose and relevance of Black
Greek organizations at HBCU’s on Tuesday, February 20th at 6:00 PM in Sale Hall. There will 
be representatives from the major fraternities and sororities.
0 HONORING THE BEST IN US - TheSGA presents the 1st Annual Black History Tribute: "Hon­
oring the Best in Us" on Sunday, February 25th at 7 PM in King Chapel. Honorees include 
former Mayor of Atlanta, Maynard H. Jackson, and Board of Trustees Chairman, Reverend 
Doctor Otis Moss, Jr.
0 RACE IN THE '90’S - The SGA Intellectual Committee will hold a dialogue on race relations 
with Psychology professor Dr. Harold Braithwaite, Morehouse Research Institute Director Obie 
Clayton, and CAU professors Drs. Clark White and Margaret Counts-Spriggs on February 28th 
at 7:30 PM in Kilgore Seminar Rooms.
0 BENNETT/MOREHOUSE WEEKEND - In mid April, SGA will take a second trip to our sister
institution in Greensboro, NC. The event will be limited to a select number of students on a 
first-come, first served basis.
0 BILL COSBY - The College will present "An Evening with Bill Cosby" on April 13th in King 
Chapel. Proceeds from all comedy performances will benefit the Morehouse Endowed Schol­
arship Fund.
0 SPRING FLING '96 - 1995-96 SGA will conclude its activities with the Annual Spring Fling. 
Central to the event are the Spring Fashion Show, Jazz Concert, and the Inauguration of the 







Mayor's Office Prepares to Ease Freaknik Frustrations
By Louis Clotman 
Managing Editor
In its latest attempt to seize 
control of the annual, citywide 
party known as Freaknik, the 
mayor's office is devising a 
new strategy after reviewing 
recommendations from a 21- 
member committee.
To redefine the image of 
Freaknik, the committee 
suggested renaming the event 
'Freaknik: Atlanta Black 
College Weekend.' Activities 
such as a concert, a national 
step show, and sports events 
such as a 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament were
recommended to provide 
entertainment for students. 
The committee also suggested 
educational and professional 
workshops and voter 
registration drives to establish 
a higher purpose for the event.
"Students will come to 
Atlanta for this spring event 
regardless of any efforts to
Local Black Business Profile:
Collegiate Sportswear, Sewing the Seeds of Success
By Rodney Gabriel 
Staff Writer
"I wouldn't trade it for 
anything. It's unlike any 
other experience you could 
ever have," claimed Eddie 
Swain, summing up his view 
of being President and co­
founder of Collegiate 
Sportswear, Inc.
Swain, a 1989 graduate of 
Morehouse College, along 
with Byron Williams, his 
business partner, began the 
sportswear apparel
company about eight years 
ago while both were 
Business majors at 
Morehouse. "At the time, I 
was a college student; so I 
knew what college students 
wanted. I just hadn't had the 
business experience in this 
particular field," Eddie 
explained. "I simply 
combined the practical with 
the theoretical knowledge 
that I got from school, and 
we went at it."
That combination has 
certainly paid off. At ages 
twenty-eight and twenty-six, 
respectively, Swain and 
Williams currently oversee 
an entity consisting of about 
27 full-time and part-time 
employees at two locations 
— their Lee Street store, and 
their corporate/
manufacturing headquarters 
at Interchange Drive, off
stop it," the committee stated. 
"Therefore, the city of Atlanta 
must be prepared for the 
event."
Created last year to provide 
solutions to the many 
problems caused by the 
annual affair, the Blue Ribbon 
Committee on Freaknik 
consisted of a cross-section of 
city officials, members of the 
Atlanta business community, 
religious figures,
neighborhood leaders and 
student representatives. 
Chaired by Spelman College 
President Johnnetta Cole, the 
committee found that, of the 
250,000 people that participate 
in Freaknik, the majority of 
criminal offenders that give 
the event its negative 
reputation were not college- 
aged students.
The committee compared 
Freaknik to similar events in 
other cities including Virginia 
Beach, Daytona Beach and 
Philadelphia. All cities
Fulton Industrial Boulevard.
"Most people [in the AU 
Center] think that Collegiate 
Sportswear is just a retail store, 
and that's it," Swain admits, 
seeing how most students 
identify only with its Lee Street 
location. "It's actually a small 
component of what we do. At 
one point, it was a major 
component, but we've just 
expanded tremendously from 
a manufacturing standpoint."
At their main office, where 
the entire process unfolds, 
Swain and Williams have 
gathered together an ingenious 
creative team, a brilliant 
marketing staff, and an 
efficient manufacturing crew, 
who monitor the production of 
every T-shirt, sweater, or cap 
from start to finish. Moreover, 
technology plays a crucial role 
behind the scenes, whether it is 
assisting an artist's design, 
providing an executive in 
research, or simply 
embroidering a sweatshirt 
with the company's high-tech 
equipment.
With so much control over 
their products, Eddie believes, 
"That's really how we 
differentiate ourselves from 
most other retailers that are in 
competition with us — they're 
not doing it themselves. . . It 
also allows us to focus on 
quality, plus cut costs. The idea 
is to have a superior product." 
Aside from supplying the AU
Maroon Tiger File
Mayor Campbell has voiced his support of 
the Committe's recommendation, and his 
action on the propsal will determine the 
city's handling of Freaknik this April.
reported attracting more than 
200,000 visitors.
In its consideration, the 
committee's biggest concern
Center with the latest in 
college gear and Greek letter 
organization paraphernalia, 
Collegiate Sportswear 
serves a number of other 
colleges, universities and 
corporate customers, 
including AT&T, Delta 
Airlines, and McDonald's. 
They also specialize in 
producing specialty and 
promotional items for 
various area businesses. In 
addition, the store is 
planning its own Atlanta 
souvenir line for the 
upcoming 1996 Olympic 
Games, and a line of HBCU 
hockey sweatshirts.
As a thriving business, 
Swain says Collegiate's 
"goal within the next two 
years is to expand our retail 
operations so that we'll have 
another five stores [in other 
markets]. From a corporate 
standpoint, we want to 
position our company to do 
more sales and marketing."
His advice to other 
aspiring business owners? 
"My suggestion is, as an 
entrepreneur, when you 
don't have experience in a 
particular industry, that 
means you have to research 
and do all the necessary 
things," he advised. "It 
forces you to think about the 
issues that are needed in 
order to do things in a new 
and different way."
was gridlock on 
Atlanta streets. It 
advised that 
visiting students 
charter buses to 
minimize the 
number of vehicles 
on the streets. 
Shuttles could 
transport students 
to and from events, 
while MARTA 
offered three-day 





park areas would 
be limited to area 
residents only.
Freaknik 1995 
cost taxpayers over 
$1 million in police 
and sanitation
services. This figure does not 
include damage to public and 
private property. Other 
problems included looting, 
strain on police forces, and 
racial tension. To help 
alleviate these problems, the 
committee recommended 
implementing a traffic control 
plan, increasing police 
presence, providing portable 
bathrooms and sufficient 
trash receptacles, and using 
additional courtrooms and 
judicial personnel to handle 
offenders.
Mayor Bill Campbell voiced 
his support of the committee's 
suggestions in a recent 
meeting with SGA presidents 
from the AUC schools. 






We are conducting a research study. Qualified participants 
will receive compensation and the following services at no 
charge:




To register or formore information, please call: 770424-7961. 
All persons with asthma should consider participating in this 
study
Georgia Allergy & Respiratory Institute 
770-424-7961
acknowledged. "Our role is to 
make certain that this event 
doesn't polarize the city. If we 
can't make this work here, it 
won't work anywhere."
Freaknik began in 1982 when 
a group of AUC students 
planned a picnic at Piedmont 
Park. This first gathering drew 
a crowd of 100, and the annual 
gathering continued without 
impact until 1992.
In 1992, a reference to 
Freaknik on a black sitcom 
drew 100,000 party-seekers to 
Atlanta. The city was 
unprepared for the arrival of 
that many students, and 
damage to Piedmont Park and 
the surrounding residential 
area was extensive. Despite 
attempts by the city to manage 
the event, it continued to grow 
out of control for the next three 
years. Behavior by some 
participants was often lewd 
and inappropriate.
"I'm skeptical," commented 
SGA President Kwame 
Manley. "I think the city is 
going to have a very difficult 
time changing what Freaknik 
has typically been. I think the 
committee did a less than 
adequate job of addressing the 
concerns of parking and 
traffic."
At this point, the likelihood 
of the plan's success is 
uncertain. While race relations 
are of primary concern, traffic 
problems and crime remain at 
the core of the problem. The 
extent of Mayor Campbell's 
action on the proposal will 
determine the condition of the 






By C. Reynard Hardiman 
Acting W &L News Editor
In 1982, Congress 
produced the Voting 
Rights Act, with the 
intention of creating 
congressional districts 
for people of color.
These congressional 
districts were designed 
to give minorities of a 
particular state a voice, 
so that Congress 
would represent the 
United States' diverse 
population.
In 1996, there are 
currently forty-two of 
these districts in the 
country. Recently, 
there has been a lot of 




Consequently, a lot of people 
believe that there is a 
deliberate move to end 
minority representation in the 
Congress.
The latest victim of this 
move to cut majority- 
minority districts is Cynthia 
McKinney, Congresswoman 
of Georgia's 13th district. Last 
year, five white constituents 
in McKinney's district sued 
the state of Georgia, claiming 
that the 13th district was 
illegally drawn to exclude 
Caucasian Americans. 
McKinney's district stretches 
from Decatur to Savannah. In 
the early spring of 1995, a 
federal judge upheld the 
argument of the angry 
citizens, citing, "the district is 
drawn unfairly to exclude 
other Americans." After 
upholding the citizens' 
claims, the judge declared the 
13th district to be 
unconstitutional.
After months of defending 
her case and trying to save her 
district, McKinney decided to 
fight the federal court's 
decision by getting her 
constituents to sign petitions 
and lobbying for a hearing of 
the status of these districts. 
"This statement to the 
American people is showing 
that we want to go back to our 
past to when people of color 
had no voice in government," 
claimed McKinney.
Since the McKinney 
controversy, there have been 
several other majority- 
minority districts to go down 
in flames: the most notable 
being Congressman Cleo 
Fields of Louisiana. In his 
defense, Fields claimed, "We 
are not the people who drew 
these districts. It was mainly 
white judges, who drew up
Sanford Bishop '68 is one of two Georgia 
politicians affected by the elimination of 
majority-minority districts.
the proposals and then they 
were approved by several 
white men and women in the 
United States Courts."
With majority-minority 
districts under attack, one 
more major shocker, like 
those of McKinney and 
Fields, will throw the future 
of these districts in jeopardy. 
The United States Supreme 
Court has scheduled to hear 
a case limiting the number of 
majority-minority districts in 
the United States. The main 
argument being made is that 
the current number of 
districts are
disproportionately drawn to 
give minorities too much 
advantage over their white 
counterparts. The plaintiffs in 
the case plan to suggest that 
all districts be redrawn and 
that only forty of these 
districts remain. "Many 
supporters of the case know 
that a victory is at hand 
because many of the 
conservative justices of the 
court will probably vote for 
this plan," stated civil rights 
attorney Tom Levitz.
On the other hand, 
opponents claim that the plan 
that the plaintiffs are pushing 
for, totally ignores other 
minorities across the nation, 
and that these minorities will 
not be fairly represented in 
the Congress. According to a 
report from the National 
Congressional Black Caucus, 
the plaintiffs' argument 
assumes that all minorities 
live in inner-cities and rural 
areas in the South.
With such complications 
cropping up about majority- 
minority districts, it is 
impossible to predict the 




NAACP Begins New Era with Aggressive Agenda
By C. Reynard Hardiman 
Acting W & L News Editor
In an effort to salvage its 
tarnished reputation, the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People elected Congressman 
Kweisi Mfume as its new 
president and chief executive
After being chosen to lead NAACP to its previous mantle of prestige, 
Kweisi Mfume has launched an aggressive voter registration drive to 
encourage the eight million unregistered African-Americans to exercise 
their political right.
officer late last year.
Mfume and the nation's
oldest civil rights organization 
have now set out to register 
African-Americans to vote in 




PRACTICE WITH A DIFFERENCE. 
NAVY MEDICINE
Tending to the varied medical 
needs of the more than 800,000 
men and women of the Navy-Marine 
Corps team and their families 
around the world is a big job. A vital 
job. A rewarding experience. And it 
could be just what you’re looking for.
As a Navy physician you can 
enrich and diversify your medical 
experience. You may practice 
aboard ship, at large Navy teaching 
hospitals, or at small naval clinics.
You can explore medical frontiers 
like aerospace and undersea medicine.
You’ll receive benefits that include medical liability coverage, medical and dental care 
and 30 days paid vacation earned each year.
The Navy experience is indeed a different one. Call today.
1-800-622-1404
You and the Navy. 
Full Speed Ah^ad.NAVY PHYSICIAN
"The African American vote has been 
used and abused by various political 
parties/' recounted Mfume.
registration drive kicked off 
during the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. holiday celebrations 
in Atlanta. At the rally, the
NAACP released information 
stating that at least eight 
million African-Americans 
were not registered to vote in 
the last presidential election. 
In its plan, the NAACP 
proposed to hold several 
rallies in communities across 
the country to try and register
all eight million unregistered 
voters before the next 
presidential election.
Mfume outlined this plan to 
at least several hundred 
people at a local church in 
Atlanta. He stated that the 
black vote has been exploited 
by both political parties since 
"we were given the right to 
vote."
"The African American vote 
has been used and abused by 
various political parties," 
recounted Mfume. "Now it is 
our time to prove to them that 
the black vote will show no 
favoritism or allegiance just 
because y5u helped us in the 
past."
With the aggressive attack 
that Mfume and his staff have 
taken towards this huge task, 
many analysts believe that 
getting all eight million of 
these African-Americans to 
the polls will not be difficult. 
But according to some critics, 
the task is a great idea on 
paper, but a bad decision to 
follow because of the growing 
trend of disappointment by 
blacks towards the 
government.
With protecting the civil 
rights of the black community 
as its primary goal, the 
NAACP hopes that the rise in 
the number of black voters will 
help rebuild the power of the 
African-American community 




In Short Civil Strife in Burundi IntensifiesBy Scott Hepburn 
Staff Writer
WORLD
LIAJIANG — A powerful earthquake in this 
picturesque town southwest of Beijing killed at least 238 
people and injured nearly 14,000 on February 3, 1996. 
The magnitude-7 earthquake collapsed nearly 180,000 
buildings, cut off communication and, in some areas, 
knocked out water, electricity and roads. Nearly 200 
aftershocks were recorded in Liajiang by the next day.
COLOMBO — In what appeared to be a suicide 
bombing, suspected Tamil militants smashed a 
truckload of explosives into the Central Bank building 
in Sri Lanka and detonated a mammoth blast on January 
30,1996. At least 60 people were killed, a dozen office 
buildings damaged and as many as 1,400 wounded in 
the deadliest blast here since 1987.
NIGERIA — A few days after the executions of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and eight other Ogoni activists, Shell, Agip 
and Elf announced that they would go forward with a 
major investment program in Nigeria. The program is 
designed to compensate Nigeria for a decision by the 
World Bank's International Finance Corporation to 
withhold $100 million on human rights ground, reports 
the February edition of the Human Rights Watch 
Update. The newsletter contends that the Abacha 
government's persistent repression is made possible by 
Nigeria's large oil revenues, which immunize it against 
international pressure. Eighty percent of total 
government revenue comes from oil, but oil companies 
decline to use their considerable influence to stem the 
rising tide of human rights abuses.
JERUSALEM — The Ethiopian Jewish community in 
Israel is in shock after a disclosure that blood from 
Ethiopian donors is routinely disposed of as 
"unsuitable" because of fears that it may be 
contaminated with HIV. Officials of the Israeli Ministry 
of Health confirmed the findings, saying they were 
concerned that many Ethiopian Jews carry the AIDS 
virus.
NIAMEY — Niger's first democratically elected 
President was ousted in a military coup January 27,1996, 
and an army colonel took over as head of state. Col. 
Barre Mainassara Ibrahim announced on state-run radio 
that he seized control because a deadlock between 
President Ousmane and opposition members of 
parliament had created an "absurd crisis."
NATIONAL
WASHINGTON D.C. — Congress overwhelmingly 
voted February 1, 1996, to rewrite telecommunication 
rules. Amongst the changes specified is a proposal to 
allow long-distance, cable, electric and other companies 
to offer local phone service, and another that requires 
TV manufacturers to equip new sets with a computer 
chip so parents can electronically block shows labeled 
as offensive.
WASHINGTON D.C — Olestra, the fake-fat that took 
Proctor & Gamble 25 years and $200 million to develop, 
finally won FDA approval late last month. Critics 
contend that the zero-calorie, zero-cholesterol fat 
substitute, which passes through the body undigested 
and thus adds no fat, causes unwanted side-effects — 
among them diarrhea, cramps and, in some cases, anal 
leakage.
For the past two years, the 
small central African country 
of Burundi has 
been ravaged by a 
harrowing civil 
war.










Rwanda, Burundi has been 
engulfed in a civil war 
between the Tutsi-dominated 
army and the Hutu rebels. 
Though the Tutsi exercise 
control over the Burundi army, 
the tribe is a minority 
compared to the Hutus. Both 
parties have left their imprint 
of death throughout Burundi 
society, and, as war between 
them intensifies, U.N. aid 
workers are being forced to 
withdraw.
As the tribes continue to 
raze their country, Burundi's 
resources are rapidly 
depleting. Two of Burundi's 
richest agricultural regions, 
the northwestern provinces of 
Bubanza and Cibitoke, lie arid 
and desolate.
The ethnic cleansing by the 
Hutu and Tutsi tribes have 
been off and on since the 
country gained independence 
from Belgium in the 1960's. 
The crisis intensified in 1993 
when Burundi's first
democratically elected 
President was assassinated by 
Tutsi soldiers following his 
announcement to end Tutsi 
domination. To avenge the 
slaying of their leader, the
U.N. Secretary General 
Bontros-Boutros Ghali has 
stressed the need for foreign 
intervention, hut it does not 
seem likely...
Hutus rebelled, and the Tutsi 
army retaliated. The country 
has been in a perpetual state 
of civil war since.
Neither tribes seem to show 
any remorse for the toll on 
lives that the war is taking. 
There have been instances of 
army rampages through 
villages, with women and 
children hacked in the name of 
"cleaning up" the country. "If 
[Hutu] rebels use the 
population as a screen to 
protect themselves, am I 
supposed to fold my hands 
and do nothing?" asked 
Lieutenant Colonel Longin 
Minani. "[Civilian deaths] are 
unfortunate but unavoidable."
In the midst of this merciless 
bloodshed, the civilians have 
few options. Many in 
Burundi, like their Rwandan 
counterparts, flee their 
homeland in an attempt to find 
safe havens in countries such 
as Zaire and Tanzania. This 
option, however, will soon be
exhausted with refugee 
influxes into these countries 
already being labelled 
economically unfeasible.
The increasingly worsening 








need for foreign 
intervention, 
but it does not 




intervene because of their 
entrenchment in Bosnia, and 
their fear of creating another 
disaster like the 1994 Somalia 
intervention.
In the case of a civil war, 
which is so deeply ingrained 
in ethnic prejudice such as this, 
there is no distinct oppressed 
versus oppressor. Hence, it 
becomes unclear as to what 
measure foreign countries 
should take, or who they 
should support.
Nonetheless, Burundi is in 
need of some sort jff 
intervention. U.N. envoy 
Albright stressed the 
importance of exercising 
caution, stating that the 
organization is looking into 
options that will "not put the 
U.N. in an abyss of turmoil." 
But the action needs to come 
soon. The people of Burundi 
know what the abyss looks 
like because they see it 
everyday ... from the inside.
Ihke A Cancún Break.
FROM ATLANTA:
4 Days 6 Days 8 Days
3 Nights 5 Nights 7 Nights
Club Las Perlas (QUAD Room)
E.P. Rate - No Meals: $365 $425 $485
All Inclusive—All Meals—All Drinks—
All Tips—All Included: 459 585 709
Condo Hotel Pirámides Cancún (QUAD Suite) 375 439 509
Costa Real Hotel (QUAD Room) 385 459 535
Oasis Cancún* (QUAD Room) 405 495 579
*Requires $100 per person (refundable) security deposit upon check-in
Continental Villas Plaza (DBL Room) 465 595 725
Presidente Inter-Continental (DBL Room) 535 715 895
mexico
VACATIONS
For reservations, call or have your travel agent call 
Aeromexico Vacations toll free at 1-800-245-8585.
All packages are per person, double or quad occupancy and include lowest roundtrip airfare on Aeromexico from Atlanta, airport transfers, 
hotel accommodations, hotel tax and are for new bookings only. Add $6.00 U.S. Departure tax. $7.45 Federal Inspection Fees and $6.50 U.S. 
Customs Fees. Rates do not include $11.50 Mexico departure tax, which must be paid in Mexico by the passenger. Programs are valid 
February 16th—March 31,1996, and may vary by departure date, are subject to change, availability and cancellation charges. Certain black­
out dates may apply. Weekend, holiday and peak season surcharges may apply.
And There Was Light... Morehouse College
house in the with thanksgiving, 
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Morehouse College has 
undauntedly changed the 
landscape of America. 
Originally organized to 
train ministers,
Morehouse Col­
lege is a testa-
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dance yet, because 
God is not through 
with us. He is still 
fine-tuning us. There 
are still mountains to
move, battles to win,
rivers to cross. And
when He is done, we 
shall be a magnifi­
cent work.
By R. Francis Blakeney 
Layout Editor
Pictures (Clockwise from 
left) : Springfield Baptist 
Church, the birth place of 
Morehouse; dedicated 
members of the College 
faculty, circa 1916; Graves 
Hall, named after the second 
president, Samuel T. Graves 
is the oldest building on 
campus; campus
beautification initiative 
reflects the mission of the 
College to be a lighthouse in 
the darkness. All photos 
courtesy of College 
Relations.
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Dr. Samuel Proctor to Address 
Founder’s Day Convocation
By Omar Bowles 
Staff Writer
Samuel D. Proctor, highly 
acclaimed Professor of 
Theology at Duke University 
School of Divinity, will be 
keynote speaker at the 
Founder's Day Convocation 
on February 15,1996.
Among his various 
qualifications, Dr. Proctor is 
professor emeritus at Rutgers 
University, and pastor 
emeritus at the Abyssinian 
Baptist Church in New York.
A native of Virginia, Dr. 
Proctor is an alumnus of 
Virginia Union University, 
Crozer Theological Seminary, 
and Boston University. He 
began his career as a pastor, 
and went on to become Dean 
and President of Virginia 
Union University. Study and
lecture tours have carried him 
all over the world.
The esteemed reputation 
that precedes Dr. Proctor has 
garnered well-deserved, high 
expectations from the student 
body and staff. "He will bring 
to the Morehouse campus very 
thought provoking and fine 
statements," hailed Lawrence 
Carter, Dean of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Chapel. "He'll 
be highly motivated, very 
articulate, speak very 
rampantly, and he will make 
his delivery and then take a 
seat."
Dr. Proctor, considered one 
of the best preachers in 
America, is also a renowned 
author of six books: The Young 
Negro in America, Sermons 
from the Black Pulpit,
Preaching About Crises in the
Community, My Moral
Odyssey, How Shall They 
Hear?, and The Certain
Photo Courtey of College Relations
Dr. Samuel Proctor will speak on 
Founders' Day Convocation
Sound of the Trumpet.
His efforts have made him
the recipient of 42 honorary 
doctorates from various 
colleges and universities.
A Partial Listing of Activities
Thursday, Feb. 15
Founder's Day Convocation
11:00 a.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. International Chapel.
Dr. Samuel Proctor will be speaking.
Open to public
Friday, Feb. 16
Inauguration of Walter Massey as Ninth President of Morehouse
1:30 p.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. International Chapel 
Open to public; limited seating 
Founders' Day Concert
8:00 p.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. International Chapel 
Morehouse College Glee Club will perform 
Open to public
Saturday, Feb. 17
Reflections of Excellence (Dialogue)
11:00 a.m. at Sale Hall
1996 Bennie and Candle Award recipients will speak 
Open to public
"A Candle in the Dark" Gala
6:00 p.m. at Hyatt Regency Hotel, Centennial Ballroom
Featuring the 1996 Bennie and Candle Award recipients, 
the Morehouse College Jazz Band, and Mistress of Ceremonies 
Adrienne-Joi Johnson
Tickets and invitation only
Sunday, Feb. 18
Founders' Worship service
11:00 a.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. International Chapel 
Rev. Anthony Campbell will speak 
Open to public.
Inaugural Symposia to Examine Role of Academic Leadership in the Twenty first Century
By Rodney Gabriel 
Staff Writer
As an integral element of 
the upcoming events for the 
129th Founder's Day 
Weekend festivities,
Morehouse College will 
present "The Symposia 
Celebrating the Inauguration 
of Walter E. Massey" on 
Thursday, February 15, 1996. 
It will begin at 1:00 p.m in Sale 
Hall, following Founder's 
Day Convocation in King 
Chapel.
Divided in two parts, this 
intellectual dialogue will 
feature a number of 
distinguished and renowned 
scholars, carefully chosen by 
a committee of
administrators, faculty, and 
student body members, 
headed by Dr. Obie Clayton 
and Dr. Willis Sheftall.
"The symposia are a 
reflection of Dr. Massey's 
belief that Morehouse College
should remain on the cutting 
edge of academia," said 
Willard McCloud III, a Senior 
Economics major, and one of 
the few student members of
the committee. "It offers the 
opportunity for scholars from 
varied academic backgrounds 
to present and debate their 
ideas on a host of issues. The 
information, ideas, and 
academic papers presented at 
the symposia will be
distributed across a wide 
range of sources."
For Session I, "Visions of the 
21 st Century," panelists will 
include Dr. Robert Dixon,
"The symposia are a reflection of 
Dr. Massey's belief that 
Morehouse College 
should remain on the 
cutting edge of academia"
Chair of the Department of 
Physics at Morehouse; Dr. Eric 
Wanner, President of the 
Russell Sage Foundation; and 
Dr. William J. Wilson, 
Professor of Sociology and 
Public Policy at Lucy Flower 
University.
Speakers for Session II, 
"Developing Leaders for the 
21st Century: The Role of 
Undergraduate Education," 
consist of Dr. Lydia English,
Associate Dean of Bennington 
College; Dr. Robinson G. 
Hollister Jr., Joseph Wharton 
Professor of Economics at 
Swarthmore College; Dr. Tobe 
Johnson, Chair of the 
Department of Political 
Science and the Urban Studies
Program at Morehouse; and 
Dr. Robert King, Vice- 
President and Dean of Milsaps 
College.
Each segment will be 
moderated by Dr. Carl Patton, 
President of Georgia State 
University, and Dr. Charles V. 
Willie, Professor of Education 
and Urban Studies in the 
Graduate School of Education 
at Harvard University.
Although there are no 
students on either panels, they 
are encouraged to attend, 
especially those aspiring to 
professionally involve 
themselves in academics.
"The symposia mark the 
beginning of a process 
Morehouse should continue to 
pursue," McCloud stated. "It 
makes Morehouse one of those 
institutions who seeks to 
critically analyze the various 
circumstances, situations, and 
phenomena that face our 
community, our country, and 
our world."
HH
There is an institution in Atlanta that has illumninatedTHE DARKNESS FOR OVER A CENTURY
■'Shine on me, Shine on me.Let the light from the ughthouse shine on me.
African American Spiritual
Congratulations to the Morehouse College Family as it celebrates its 129™ Founders' Day and .the Inauguration of Dr. Walter E. Massey, '58, as Morehouse's ninth president.
Continue to shine and be a ughthouse.
From the Distinguished Men of
The Maroon Tiger
Morehouse Salutes Six Distinguished Gentlemen
Bennie Service Award
Dr. Henry W. Foster Jr. '54 - Dr.
Foster is a Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology at 
Meharry Medical College, and 
Consultant to the U.S.
Department of Health and 
Human Services. He was 
nominated last February by 
President Bill Clinton to 
become the next U.S. Surgeon 
General. Currently, he serves as 
head of President Clinton's 
teenage preg;nancy campaign.
His awards include induction 
into the Alpha Omega Alpha 
National Scholastic Honor 
Society during his enrollment 
at the University of Arkansas 
School of Medicine, the 
Appreciation Award for
Research and Teaching in Sickle Cell Anemia he earned at 
Tuskegee Institute, and the first White House Initiative on 




so well that no 






Samuel L. Jackson '72 - 
Jackson is known for his role
as hit man Jules in "Pulp 
Fiction," for which he earned 
Academy Award and Golden 
Globe nominations. He has 
starred with many well 
known actors, including 
Bruce Willis ("Die Hard With 
a Vengeance") and Halle 
Berry ("Losing Isaiah"). He 
starred most recently in John 
Frankenheimer's Emmy 
Award-winning "Against the 
Wall," where he earned a 
Cable Ace nomination for 
Best Supporting Actor in a 
Movie or Mini-Series, and a 
Golden Globe nomination for
Best Performance by an Actor 
in a Mini-Series or Motion 
Picture made for television.
Hobert Kornegay '45 - Kornegay is a member of the Red Cross 
Board, Meridian Community 
College School of Dental 
Hygiene Advisory Committee,
Choctaw Area Boy Scouts 
Council, International Central 
Optimist Club, the Salvation 
Army, and the National Cancer 
Society
He served his community as 
Vice Mayor and City 
Councilman for the fourth 
precinct of Meridian,
Mississippi. Today, he is 
Chairman of the District 
Appeal Board for Southern 
Mississippi, a member of the 
Lauderdale County Board of 
Supervisors, District Appeal 
Board Chairman for the Southern Judicial District of the Selective 
Service System, and member of the American and National 
Dental Associations.
L at The Eighth Annual "A Candle in The Dark” Gala
u do, strive to do it 
i man living and no 
i no man yet to be 
io it any better."
Candle in Business
Robert E. Johnson '48 - 
Johnson,who served as 
Executive Editor and
■
Associate Publisher for JET 
magazine, was a member of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Sigma Delta Chi journalism 
fraternity, and the National 
Association of Black 
Journalists. He produced 
numerous publications, 
including JET's sister 
publications, Ebony and 
Ebony Man. His awards
included a citation in Who's Robert Johnson
Who in Black America;
honorary degrees from Miles College, Texas College, and 
Dillard University; and a 1995 Trumpet Award from Turner 
Broadcasting System.
Candle in Science and Technology
James King Jr. '53 - King earned his master's and doctorate in 
the same discipline from 
California Institute of 
Technology. He worked for Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California and 
NASA in Washington, D.C. He 
has secured many honors, 
including the Danforth 
Fellowship; certificate of merit 
from the National Council of 
Negro Women; NASA Equal 
Opportunity Medal; National 
Technical Achiever of the Year 
Award; and NASA 
Outstanding Leadership
James King Medal.
Candle in Arts and Entertainment
Joe Adams
Joe Adams - Adams, who has 
been involved with the 
entertainment world for 20 
years, went from radio
broadcasting to television to 
movies. He starred in two 
shows called "Adams Alley" 
and "Joe Adams Presents" 
which featured Adams' 19- 
piece orchestra playing 
arrangements for guest artists. 
He has worked with famous 
actors such as Harry Belafonte 
and Pearl Bailey, and with 
renowned artist Ray Charles. 
As Executive Vice President of 
Ray Charles Entertainment, 
Adams supervises the myriad 
activities of the company, 
including its business 
holdings and publishing
companies, Tangerine and 
Racer Music, and Ray Charles 
Enterprises, which covers the 
singer's orchestra arid the 
Raeletts.
Snapshots of the Past
The Kilgore Student Center, built under past 
President Leroy Keith, is home to the college 
newspaper, yearbook, and the Student 
Government Association
Il
Morehouse Honors the Best in our Community
By Lee Miller 
Acting Campus News Editor
The eighth annual "A 
Candle in the Dark" gala will 
be held on February 17th at 
the Hyatt Regency's 
Centennial Ballroom. The 
awards, which began in the 
spring of 1989, is Morehouse 
College's way of honoring 
members of the African- 
American community for 
their professional and 
community achievements.
The purpose of the gala is 
three-fold: to celebrate the 
founding of Morehouse 
College, to recognize African-
•American achievements, and at the gala is the Candle
to raise money for the 
Morehouse Academic 
Scholarship.
There are two different
kinds of awards handed out at 
the celebration. The first is the 
Bennie Mays Award, named 
after the illustrious President 
of Morehouse College for 27 
years. Honorees of this award 
are Morehouse alumni who 
have achieved success in their 
professional career and 
embody the Morehouse ideal.
There are three divisions for 
the Bennie Mays award: the 
Service, the Trailblazer, and 
the Achievement Award. This 
year, the honorees are Dr. 
Henry Foster Jr., Samuel L. 
Jackson, and Hobert 
Kornegay, respectively.
The other award presented
Award. The Candle Award 
also recognizes African- 
American achievements, 
except that the honorees need
not be Morehouse graduates. 
In past years, the awards 
presented have been in the 
field of government, military, 
and athletics. This year, the 
Candle Awards are in the 
fields of Arts & Entertainment, 
Science and Technology, and 
Business.
The honorees for this year's 
Candle Award are Joe Adams, 
James King Jr., and Robert E. 
Johnson, respectively.
"The process for selecting 
the honorees is a revolving 12- 
month process," explained 
Robert Bolton, one of the 
organizers of the ceremony. 
"The faculty, the staff, and the 
alumni nominate honorees at 
the beginning of the summer. 
Then, a committee comprised 
of faculty, staff, and alumni 
decide who will be given an
award."
The only stipulation placed 
on the honorees is that they
Phot Courtesy of College Relations
accept the awards in person. 
This means that they must be 
able to attend the 'Reflections 
of Excellence' ceremony, held 
in Sale Hall at 11:00 a.m. the 
morning of the gala. Students 
who cannot afford a ticket to
go to the gala can meet the 
different honorees at that time. 
Bolton considers this "a vital 
part of the celebration."
Actress Adrienne-Joi 
Johnson, a Spelman graduate,
Adrienne-Joi Johnson, a 
former Miss Maroon & White 
and Spelman graduate, will 
serve as Gala Mistress of 
Ceremonies at this year's 
black-tie event
will act as mistress of 
ceremonies at this year's 
black-tie évent. Past emcees 
have included Jasmine Guy, 
Sinbad, Maynard Jackson and 
Phylicia Rashad.
A Soldier’s Play Brings Back Theatrical Tradition
By Chioke Murray 
A & E Co-Editor
One of the highlights of the 
Founder's Day/Parents' 
Weekend will be the special 
preview performance of 'A 
Soldier's Play' by the King 
Players. The Saturday night 
presentation of the Pulitzer 
prize-winning drama is special 
not only because it brings to 
Morehouse a classical piece of 
African American theater at a 
time when serious 
commitment to drama has 
been lacking, but also because 
it symbolizes the return of a 
tradition in dramatic excellence 
at Morehouse.
The King Players was a 
troupe of drama students and 
thespians from the AUC that 
thrived in the eighties and 
performed regularly on 
campus, producing great 
presentations like 'Martin' and 
other traveling shows. Kilgore 
Hall Resident Director, Robert 
Connor '88, one of the original 
King Players, said that the play
will be the first of a long line 
of great plays by the new King 
Players organization.
While the idea of 
performing the classic was 
gaining support amongst 
faculty and generating interest 
among students, the SGA and 
Student Affairs were also 
seriously seeking student-led 
productions. According to 
Connor, Elise Hawkins (of 
Student Activities) was 
looking for a play that would 
celebrate and show the myriad 
of differences that exist in 
black male culture, in the spirit 
of the Million Man March. 'A 
Soldier's Play' seemed to be a 
very logical decision.
'A Soldier's Play' is set on a 
segregated Southern Black 
U.S. Army base in Fort Neal, 
Louisiana. It is a murder 
mystery, where the main 
character, Captain Davenport, 
a Howard University 
educated officer and lawyer, is 
sent to Fort Neal to investigate 
the facts surrounding the 
death of Sgt. Waters, the 
Commanding Officer of the
colored regiment.
The play has a cast of twelve, 
consisting of students and 
faculty from Morehouse, 
students from Georgia Tech's 
Dramatuge program, and 
some very talented local 
actors. The characters of 
Captain Davenport and 
Private First Class Peterson, 
are played by Gerald Ford, 
and Nassar Metcalf, 
respectively, and the role of 
Sergeant Waters is portrayed 
by talented local actor, Kary 
Means. One difference 
between the stage 
performance and the motion 
picture on which it is based is 
that all of the action in the 
presentation takes place on the 
base.
The rebirth of the King 
Players, which fizzled after the 
untimely death of 
Morehouse's Dramaterge, 
LeMar Alford, six years ago, 
should bring back a 
commitment to drama and the 
arts by the school. It will also 
serve to enlighten and train 
students who are unaware of
the employment and career 
opportunities available in the 
theater world, including 
management, design and 
production duties.
Connor, who has appeared in 
Jomandi's productions, and 
various sitcoms, such as "The 


















interested in learning about the 
arts. Connor feels that if 
Morehouse is to become one of 
the best liberal arts colleges in 
the country, "it has to become 
more liberal about its
commitment to the arts, so that 
students won't have to "piggy 
back" on the programs at 
neighboring colleges and 
universities."
'A Soldier's Play' promises 
to be an eventful landmark in 
the history of Morehouse's
Kenneth Murray
A scene from this year's Founder's 
Day Play, 'A Soldier’s Story'
courtship with the theater and 
the cultural arts. The King 
Player's may provide some of 
the next Samuel Jackson's, or 
Bill Nunn's, or Spike Lee's. 
We'll see...
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Here stands our future.
With your help, we can ensure 
that the privilege of maturing 
and learning at Morehouse 
remains secure.
He represents our future.
Help keep the rich Morehouse 
tradition alive for him by 
increasing your support to 
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What it Takes to be a Morehouse Man The Maroon Tiger Staff
By A. Benjamin Spencer 
Editorial Page Editor
As Founder's Day draws near, 
we take time to celebrate the 
launching of a rescue vessel, cast 
off in 1867 by three men to save 
black people from a sinking 
existence in a sea of. white 
oppression. We celebrate the 
lighting of a Candle, lit that we 
might be able to see our own way 
out of the darkness that remains 
our plight in this country. We also 
take this time to recommit 
ourselves to the principles and 
ideals that Morehouse entails.
What are those principles? 
Many of us have an idea, though 
many may also feel that 
Morehouse doesn't truly represent 
those principles or that those ideas 
are nowhere to be found. Those 
who think this, unfortunately, tend 
to take that feeling to mean that the 
Morehouse Mystique is a sham, 
and they throw all of those 
principles out of the window.
What Men of Morehouse need to 
understand is that we can find the 
Morehouse Mystique in our own 
commitment to live our lives and 
conduct ourselves by the 
principles of Morehouse. Though 
many in administration may treat
you poorly or bungle your 
business; though your housing 
may be substandard and in need 
of repair; though our food is not 
of the highest quality; and though 
your brothers may have decided to 
act in ways we all know are wrong; 
the Man of Morehouse is he who 
holds fast to the principles and 
ideals, combats all of these 
problems, and stands as an 
example of who we all need to 
become. No one can turn us into 
Morehouse Men; but by knowing 
what being one entails and 
committing ourselves to that ideal, 
we can transform ourselves into 
living and breathing examples of 
the Mystique.
So what does being a Morehouse 
Man entail? Academic excellence 
is first and foremost. A tireless 
commitment to intellectual 
pursuits, with an eye towards 
becoming a man who can make a 
significant contribution to the race 
and who can take on all 
challengers and opponents with 
the most powerful weapon of all 
— the mind. The Morehouse Man 
must be capable of developing the 
ideas around which our liberation 
will occur.
A commitment to community is 
also a must. We are not here
merely for ourselves, but as the 
hope of the many who struggle. 
The candle was not lit so we 
could individually get out of the 
dark, but so that we could take 
our community out with us.
Leadership in everything that 
we do further characterizes a 
Morehouse Man. A leader is 
someone who is able to keep his 
mind on the goal, and is effective 
at channeling his own or a 
group's efforts toward the 
achievement of that goal. This 
means being a facilitator, a 
mover, and a provider of 
substance and insight who 
moves people to accomplish and 
succeed.
Finally, a Morehouse Man is a 
person of strong moral character. 
He is someone who knows the 
difference between right and 
wrong, and though 90 percent of 
the people may act wrongly, he 
holds fast to his membership in 
the group that does right.
Celebrate Founder's Day by 
commiting yourselves to living 
these principles and becoming a 
living and breathing example of 
the Morehouse Mystique.
The Maroon Tiger is published twelve times during the 
academic year of Morehouse College. Our goal is to maintain 
an independent editorial policy. Opinions on the Editorial 
page of The Maroon Tiger are solely the views of the Editorial 
Board, and do not necessarily reflect the opinion ofMorehouse 
College, its administration, or The Maroon Tiger advisors. 
Commentaries solely represent the views of the author, not 
the opinion of The Maroon Tiger. We believe all advertising 
to be correct, but cannot guarantee its accuracy or be 
responsible for its outcome.
The Continued Relevance of Black History Month
















Maceo Dailey. Ph.D 
Advisor
Lee Miller 
Acting Campus News Editor
Chris Hardiman 













Steven Baker. Ph.D 
Advisor
By Jesse Barnes 
Associate Editor
Although Morehouse students 
are in a historically Black 
institution, how many of Us really 
learn about African-American 
history beyond the required 
history courses. We brag about the 
great M's: Mandela, Martin, 
Marcus, and Malcolm; yet we 
know so little about other African- 
Americans who have made 
significant contributions to the 
United States.
Few can name the person who 
created the "shoe lasting machine" 
(Jan Matzliger), the man who 
helped refine sugar (Norbert 
Rilleaux), or the African-American 
woman aviator who preceded 
Amelia Earhart (Bessie Coleman). 
The name Garrett A. Morgan may 
ring a bell, but some do not know 
that he invented the traffic light. 
What is even more frustrating is 
that Morehouse does not provide 
an Education department for 
students who want to teach 
History, be it African-American or 
that of any other culture.
If African-Americans have
indeed reached the pinnacle of 
success, there would be no need for 
us to be reminded of past 
accomplishments. But because 
there are still so many areas for us 
to excel in, the need for Black 
History Month continues.
One need only to look at current 
television programming to see 
another reason why our true 
triumphs need to be celebrated 
regardless of the month. If 
television is a reflection of the 
American culture, especially the 
African-American culture, then the 
expression "African-Americans 
have gone back 30 years" holds 
true. Although we are four years 
from another millennium, 
television continues to portray us 
as coons, Toms and jigaboos. 
Sitcoms like "Martin," "Moesha," 
and the "Wayan Brothers" 
reinforce these stereotypes while 
critically-acclaimed shows such as 
"I'll Fly Away" and "Under One 
Roof" are called commercial 
disasters and cancelled.
As we rejoiced over the Super 
Bowl last month, how many of us 
realized that we can count on one 
hand the number of African- 
American coaches of football
teams? The number of African- 
Americans who own 
professional sports teams is even 
worse -— there are none. Even 
the Centennial Games this 
summer will show African- 
Americans in few athletic events 
besides track and field. When 
compared to athletes of old, such 
as Jackie Robinson, Jesse Owens, 
Althea Gibson and Arthur Ashe, 
few modern athletes measure to 
their dignity and stature.
When colleges such as 
Morehouse are rare because 
there are more African- 
American men incarcerated than 
employed or gaining an 
education, something is 
seriously wrong. Somewhere, 
someone missed what our 
ancestors fought, prayed, and 
died for: knowledge.
As African-Americans climb 
the ladder of success, it is 
important to highlight their 
achievements throughout the 
year, but February should be 
used as a month-long celebration 
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Revisiting Mays’ Commitment To Excellence
By R. Francis Blakeney 
Layout Editor
"There is an air of expectancy 
at Morehouse College. It is 
expected that the students who 
enter here will do well. It is also 
expected that once a man bears 
the insignia of a Morehouse 
graduate he will do exceptionally 
well. We expect nothing less."
— Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays 
Sixth President of 
Morehouse College
The words are the eloquent 
and lasting. But whether 
Mays had an indelible impact 
on the Morehouse 
Community is doubtful. We 
purport to hold Mays in high 
regards, but do we?
In recent days, there has 
been much discussion about 
the Mays' Memorial on 
campus. But ironically, I have 
not heard or seen much of 
Mays' philosophy in action. 
Because of the lack of good 
morals and strong character at 
Morehouse, I must ask 
Morehouse (as Jesus asked 
Simon Peter, "Do You Love 
Me?") "Do you really love 
Benjamin Elijah Mays?"
Sadly, I have come to the 
conclusion that Morehouse
really does not love Mays. If 
we did, Morehouse would not 
be in the dismal state that it 
currently is in. The prophet 
Mays spoke but was rejected 
by his people.
The occasion is the 
Centennial Commencement 
Celebration of Morehouse in 
the year 1967 — Mays' year of 
retirement. Mays, the 
spokesman of God, so 
eloquently and passionately 
warns us of the stony road to 
come. Mays states that "One 
fact is clear: Morehouse cannot 
live on its past reputation."
Today, we, as students and 
faculty, are clearly feasting off 
the past feats and 
accomplishments of the 
esteemed men who are among 
the ranks of the alumni. But 
we are not building bridges 
and tunnels of life for those 
who must follow us. Not to 
mention, the members of the 
West End Community at large 
are dying at our doorstep 
while we stoically play and 
live in the past.
Mays instructs us that the 
future of Morehouse will 
depend upon our ability to 
"buy the intellectually 
talentjed] students just as 
many of the predominantly 
white institutions [do]." But
while students are in need of 
scholarships, Morehouse finds 
it necessary to build shrines 
(have you seen the Thurman 
Mediation and Reading 
Room?) and renovate Gloster 
Hall for the demigods that 
reside there. It is no wonder 
the Freshmen Class has not
Today, we, as students and faculty, 
are clearly feasting off the 
past feats and accomplishments 
of the esteemed men who are among the 
ranks of the alumni.
lived up to the "Air of 
Expectancy." The Freshmen 
Class singly is not responsible 
for its conditions; Morehouse 
has failed to "create a 
scholarly atmosphere at the 
College so that the desire to 
pursue excellence" is not the 
number one priority.
Dr. Mays laments the lack of 
faculty, administration, staff 
and student interaction. Yet, 
Dr. Massey's ambitious idea 
of having the cabinet eat 
breakfast with students has 
missed the mark, to say the 
least. Also, when was the last
time you saw a member of the 
faculty on campus on a 
Saturday, or having dinner 
with students?
Recently, Kwame Manley, 
President of the Student 
Government Association 
issued an open letter 
questioning the work ethic of
the physical plant. According 
to Mays, healthy morale, an 
alert student boy, and an able 
faculty must be accompanied 
by a good physical plant. 
Wiley Purdue responded by 
issuing a letter refuting Mr. 
Manley's charges by 
describing the physical plant 
as "dedicated." He must not 
have been in a dorm bathroom 
lately!
Dr. Mays also speaks of the 
need of every person saddled 
with responsibility here at 
Morehouse doing their work 
so well that constant follow up
would be unnecessary. 
Apparently no one has heard 
this clarion call. Have you 
been by the financial aid office 
lately? Let us not talk about 
the registration process. We 
still have a long way to go.
Before I conclude this 
editorial, let me express my 
amazement at how proud our 
alumni are of Dear Old 
Morehouse. It is with that 
same amazement that I ask: 
why have the alumni not met 
Dr. Mays' goal of having 50 
percent of all graduates giving 
back to their alma mater. Dr. 
Mays said it best, "... The 
future of Morehouse rests with 
its alumni. Yale, Columbia, 
Harvard, Princeton, and 
Chicago will survive because 
their graduates will see to it 
that they do."
In closing, I am reminded of 
the passage of Scripture in 
Saint John 21:15-17, when 
Jesus confronts Simon Peter. 
Jesus simply asks Simon Peter 
three times "Do You Love 
Me?" And Simon Peter 
responds "Yes." Then, Jesus 
instructs him to feed his sheep. 
Morehouse, Mays wants to 
know whether you love him? 
If so, he is saying simply finish 
my vision.
Lack of Role Models Contribute to Freshman Class Failure
By Daryl Williams 
Guest Commentary
Personally, I am tired of the 
whining about the class of 
1999. The freshmen this. The 
freshmen are that. They do 
this. They do that. They are 
all on probation. They lack 
discipline. Can we stop the 
whining? Enough!!! Yes, 
enough already. Let us be real 
about this for a brief moment. 
If the freshmen are this 
horrible lot, it is not their fault 
but ours. It is a tough pill to 
swallow, but it is our fault. We, 
the upperclassmen, have fallen 
short.
When we came into this 
grand institution, we were 
taught that there is a burden 
to bear as Men of the House. 
After freshmen week, we had 
no illusions about this grand 
house and we accepted her as 
she was and our burden along 
with it. There was one key 
difference though — we had 
upperclassmen to look up to. 
We had a Shaka Rasheed. We 
had a Joseph Clark. We had a 
Jason Clark. We had a Nima
Warfield. We had a Jamal H. 
Bryant. We had a Darren 
Mallard, a Brian Mitchell, a 
Tony Burkes, an Anthony 
Richardson, and the list goes 
on and on. In short we had 
mentors. Seniors, you know 
who they were and can name 
many that I do not have the 
space to.
We had the mystique 
embodied in human form. 
There was no mystery about it.
After freshmen week, 
we had no illusions 
about this grand house 
and we accepted her as 
she was and our burden 
along with it. 
There was one key 
difference though — 
we had upperclassmen 
to look up to.
The prototypical Morehouse 
Man walked among us in 
many forms, and we saw him 
daily. We could see what was 
expected of us. We saw
demonstrated character, 
scholarship, eloquence, 
commitment to service, and an 
unyielding commitment to the 
democratic process. We saw 
what we were expected to 
become. They led not by 
word, but by example. In their 
actions, they were there to 
show us the way. We may not 
want to admit it now, but each 
of us had at least someone we 
looked up to.
Furthermore, there were the 
echoes of those who had come 
immediately before us. We 
heard echoes of names such as 
Joseph Robinson, Otis Moss 
III, R. M. Lathem; again, the 
list goes on and on. We were 
told why our alumni seemed 
to stand so tall; why the star 
called Morehouse shined so 
bright. We knew why the 
ground seemed to shake when 
the seniors and alumni walked 
by. Most importantly, in 
seeing them, we knew the 
work that we would have to 
do to make the ground shake 
when we walked. We knew 
the work that we had to do to 
make the star continue to shine 
bright. We knew that it was
the accomplishments of the 
legions that came before us, 
and the promise that we and 
the legions that come after us 
have to fulfill, to keep Dear 
Old Morehouse what she is.
Now, there has risen a 
generation in the land that 
does not know the names of 
their elders. There is a 
generation "X," to use the term 
of our friends of European 
decent. Dear Old Morehouse, 
forgive them for they know 
not what they do. It is not their 
fault that they are lost in the 
wilderness. They are guiltless 
babes in the woods—and it is 
our fault. We, the 
upperclassmen must shoulder 
the blame for their 
transgressions. When a child 
is left to fend for itself without 
any guidance, that child runs 
amuck. When a child runs 
amuck, we cannot blame the 
child but the parents, and, in 
this case, the big brothers. 
Somebody has got to take the 
time to teach those who have 
gone astray.
It is time for us to teach. I 
know that we are all busy, but 
can we ever be so busy that we
let our little brothers fall by the 
wayside? We must stand up 
and lead by example. It is time 
for us to take the matter of the 
Class of 1999 into our own 
hands. When we entered the 
House we were boys, but by 
following the example of the 
men of the house, we became 
our own men. It is time for us 
to stand up now as the men 
that we have become and set 
the example for the boys. 
When we walk the campus 
and the A.U.C., the ground 
must shake, so that those who 
follow us can make it shake 
even more. It is time to make 
some more men so that the 
house will not be devoid of 
them when our time here is 
done. We cannot leave it up 
to the administration; these are 
our little brothers and our 
responsibility.
My fellow upperclassmen, I 
challenge us to lead by 
example and take hold of the 
mantle that we have earned.
Underclassmen and 
freshmen, I challenge you to 
follow so that one day you will 





Letters to the Editor
My name is Eric Allston. I am an incarcerated Black male.
I would like to tell you to strive hard and reach for your 
goals and stay positive. A lot of young brothers have gotten 
caught up in society's pitfalls. It's up to you to stay strong 
and focused and build the solid foundation for the future. 
The spirit of inspiration is the highest gift from God, so 
exercise it to your advantage. For everyone of you who 
makes it, reach back and pull as many as you can. Brothers, 
keep your head up and elevate your mind as high as the 
stars.
If any of you brothers want to communicate with me, feel 
free to correspond.
Sincerely, 
Eric Allston CA-3450 
P.O. Box 244 
Graterford, PA 193426
To the Editor:
I am looking for a half brother of mine, whom I have 
never met. My father tells me he attends Morehouse 
College. I don't have his name. I do believe he is 19 or 20. 
He and I share the same father. Some facts about our father 
that he might recognize are as follows: My father goes by 
the names of Danny or Gilbert Wilson and Ahmad 
Abdullah. He is a follower of Islam. My father lived in 
Schnectady, New York, for a good part of his life and also 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He is about 50 years old and a 
Vietnam veteran. His mother's name is Loraine Farrell. 
My father has five other children besides him. Two girls 
are my half sisters, and I have a brother and a sister.
My name is Barseana Abdullah. I am 19 years old. If 
someone thinks that his father may be my father, please 
do not hesitate to get in contact with me.
2304 Fairway Drive 
Mobile, AL 36606
Response to Daryl Williams:
Coming from someone who purports to possess a great 
disdain for whining, I find your lamentations to be the 
ultimate example of that deplorable practice.
You state that the difference between our freshman year 
and the freshmen year for these young ones is that "we 
had the upperclassmen to look up to." Well, I find it 
interesting that as you look among your contemporaries, 
you see such sorry examples of Men of Morehouse and 
that you include yourself among this group. If you feel 
that you have failed to live up to the Morehouse Mystique, 
that is fine, but I do not think you are in a position to 
represent the perspective of the Freshman class with respect 
to the rest of us.
Your personal heroes of the past are indeed gone, though 
it is questionable if some of these are representatives we 
should all seek to emulate. There do remain, however, those 
of us who daily try to represent and fulfill everything that 
being a Man of Morehouse entails. Being a class that 
represents the best academic performers, and that has 
contributed arguably the most to the positive development 
of this school of any of the previous classes you mentioned 
in your editorial, I think perhaps one or two of us worth 
looking up to are still around.
It is pretty well established that all members of the 
Morehouse community are to blame for the current 
freshmen situation and they should not be completely 
absolved of responsibility. To do so would jeopardize what 
I am certain is our common goal: to see the freshmen 
understand their shortcomings and strive to improve 
themselves. Locating fault outside of themselves leaves 
them with the belief that there is nothing that they are doing 
wrong, or that they do not need to do better. Hardly could 
this be further from the truth.
A. Benjamin Spencer 
Editorial Page Editor
Unfair Practice in the Physics Department?
To the editor:
The purpose of this letter is 
to inform the college 
community of a grossly unfair 
practice that students taking 
General Physics 151 and 152 
(almost all of them Biology 
majors) are being dragged 
through. The goal of the 
course, from my 
understanding, is to teach 
algebra-based Physics to 
prepare us for standardized 
tests, like the MCAT, and give 
us a basic understanding of 
physical principles for later 
graduate studies.
However, the majority of us 
find it very difficult to 
understand the concepts being 
presented, mainly because of 
an inadequately written book. 
The book that is used for the 
courses is written by our very 
own Dr. Robert Dixon, Chair 
of the Physics Department. 
The format that the book 
adopts is one that is very 
difficult to competently follow 
for anyone who has not had 
intensive Physics exposure 
before.
Last semester, we were told 
to purchase the book (at a cost 
of $60.00) and was 
(mis)informed by the 
bookstore that it would suffice 
for both 151 and 152. I never 
used the book the entire 
semester, and upon 
conversations with fellow 
class-mates, I learnt that they 
too had trouble
Unfair Practices inMore ThanJust the Physics Department
After reading the above 
letter, I must admit to being 
outraged at current practices in 
the Physics Department and 
equally disturbed by the 
inadequate response from Dr. 
Dixon (on page 2) to the above 
charges. Yet, the gentleman's 
letter raises the larger question 
of what are the appropriate 
ways for a professor to use a 
book written by himself or 
herself in a course which that 
professor teaches.
It is clear that as more 
Morehouse professors begin to 
publish at greater frequency, 
many will encounter this 
dilemma. This is why it 
becomes imperative for both 
the administration and faculty 
to create suitable guidelines to 
govern this practice.
First, no professor should be 
allowed to get away with 
selling their notes in lieu of an 
actual text. Such a practice is 
ludicrous. Second, it is 
increasingly becoming a 
burden for students to produce 
money out of their own 
pockets to buy books from 
academic departments.
comprehending it and relied on 
other books.
When we returned for 152 
this semester, we were told that 
the old book would not do and 
we would need to buy a new 
book which, once again, is 
authored by Dr. Dixon. But 
here's the surprising part: the 
book hasn't been written yet!
Thus, not only were we lied to 
last semester, now we are 
having to shell out money for 
a book that hasn't even been 
published! We are expected to 
pay $31.50 to Dr. Dixon's 
secretary —- neither book 
vouchers nor checks would do; 
only cash for a set of 
incomplete "Notes."
After paying the full amount 
up front, we are then asked to 
sign our name on a list and told 
that we will receive the rest of 
the "book" as the semester 
progresses. Once again, these 
"Notes" are difficult to follow 
for the Physics layman. There 
are no page numbers, and, in 
many cases, the figures are 
missing. Upon receiving these 
"Notes," I showed them to 
numerous other professors, 
including one of Dr. Dixon's 
old colleague from Southern 
Tech, where he taught prior to 
joining Morehouse. She looked 
at the notes and couldn't 
believe that Morehouse was 
using this as a teaching tool.
Thus, so far the majority of 
us have paid over $100 to 
complete General Physics. I
My own experiences serve as 
a case in point. I currently take 
five courses. Of the five 
courses, two of them require 
me to purchase texts written by 
•Morehouse professors that are 
sold only through the 
respective departments. Like 
the student who authored the 
above letter, I cannot use my 
book voucher to purchase the 
books. Until I am able to apply 
for a refund (which will not be 
attainable until my 
institutional scholarship is 
applied to my account), I 
cannot purchase the second 
text, The Supreme Court, Race, 
and Civil Rights.
Realistically, it seems that 
there should be some way that 
professors can arrange to have 
their own books sold through 
the book store like all other 
texts. The simple problem here 
is that students never know 
when they will have to pay for 
books out of their own pockets. 
Naturally, when such an 
expense is unexpected, it 
comes as a significant burden 
to the student. Simply put, this 
practice must also be reviewed.
am happy to see one of our 
professors attempt to write text 
books, but I don't think this 
should be at the expense of our 
education. How can anyone 
expect to charge students for 
"notes"? Dr Haynes, Chair of 
our Department, gives us a 
plethora of notes and handouts 
at each of his "Cell Biology" 
lectures, not to mention the 
abstracts that are passed out 
prior to Tuesday seminars. I 
shudder to think what would 
become of all of us Biology 
majors if we were expected to 
pay for them all! I don't think 
any student at Morehouse 
would mind giving Dr. Dixon 
feed-back on his unwritten 
book, but not out of his bank 
account. Currently, Dr. 
Klenbort of the History 
department is also testing out 
his book; yet, he is not charging 
students for copies. Makes one 
wonder about Dr. Dixon's true 
motives!
I am sure Dr. Dixon is 
making a good amount of 
money off his book sales, but 
why should our education 
suffer as a result of that? This 
is a prime example of how one 
person can have so much 
control of the curriculum, so 
that the true beneficiary are not 
students. I am sure Dr. Massey, 
a fellow Physicist, would be 
concerned with this situation if 
he learns of it.
-Name witheld upon request
My only concrete 
recommendations are
somewhat simple. Dr. Dixon 
and several other faculty 
members are currently 
spearheading an effort to 
implement faculty governance 
at Morehouse. I would suggest 
that they place these issues on 
their agenda and create 
suitable guidelines to govern 
faculty behavior in these 
situations. Furthermore, I 
would suggest that Provost 
Hopps carefully monitor such 
practices, implementing 
appropriate changes in areas 
where the faculty has fallen 
short.
I am forced to close by 
applauding the bravery of the 
student who brought this issue 
to the forefront. I only wish that 
he was not so apprehensive 
about running his name with 
his piece. Nevertheless, I 
understand the reasons for his 
apprehension. In the end, I 
trust that substantive results 
will follow.




PAGE 20 > c >7
Hustlers and Revolutionaries in a Society of Soul
By Gregory L. Johnson 
Staff Writer
In his autobiography 
"Monster," Sanyika Shakur 
observed that the most jaded 
and ruthless O.G.'s chose to 
endorse old school soul 
sounds in their rides, as 
opposed to the doses of sound 
and fury peddled by 
"gangsta" acts. While newer 
generations of young soldiers 
built themselves up to be "self- 
made monsterfs] of the city 
streets/ remotely controlled 
by hard hip-hop beats" ["6 in 
the Morning"-Ice T], O.G.'s 
sought to preserve what little 
beauty and humanity was left 
in their souls; the sweet 
anesthesia of soul music gave 
them peace of mind.
Distinguished by its raw, 
emotional energy, and 
cathartic qualities, soul music 
has always managed to bring 
a transcendent beauty out of 
struggle and despair, to 
serenade the weary 
consciousness of both the 
hustler and revolutionary. In
What separates Society of Soul 
from their predecessors is evident 
in their music as well as their themes
-- a penchant for relevance and 
modernity.
the tradition of true Black 
musical ubiquity, Society of 
Soul seeks to reconcile the two 
into a soulful whole.
The newest act to emerge 
from Atlanta-based producers 
Organized Noize and musical 
powerhouse LaFace Records, 
Society of Soul celebrates the 
dazzling style of the plush 
player lifestyle, while 
tempering misplaced 
ambition with sound social 
commentary. This is music 
smooth enough to soothe the 
savage beast, allowing 
consciousness to emerge and 
elevate the hustle to the 
struggle.
This band, featuring lead 
singer Sleepy Brown, female 
lead singer Esperanza and 
deeep (!) thinker/poet Big
Rube (all under the guidance 
of producer, Rico Wade), 
forges a sound that treads 
between the sacred/secular 
dichotomy everpresent in 
Black music. Songs like 
"Peaches and Herb" and 
"Right Tonight," which 
features a little "player" 
reminiscent of a young, 
melanic Michael Jackson, are 
all about having a good time, 
whereas "Things Can Only 
Get Better" (no doubt inspired 
by a Black church upbringing) 
urges listeners to "put your 
trust in Him." In "Pushin'," 
the first single, player cool and 
gospel roots are mutually 
interdependent in creating the 
mood for the song, an 
informed redefinition of what 
it means to "hustle" and be a
"player." Big Rube (you 
remember, the deep brother 
from Outkast's "Crumblin' 
Erb" and "Benz or a Beamer" 
video?) smirks, "You sit 
around, flaw pimpin'- Macka 
Sam don't give a damn about 
you with his armed forces ... 
Talkin' bout you a hustler 
when you just a misled, evil- 
minded crab muthaf#@ka."
Musically, this album has 
a wide range of influences, 
from Sly and the Family Stone 
to Frankie Beverly and Maze. 
The falsetto favored by Sleepy 
Brown recalls A1 Green and 
especially Curtis Mayfield. It 
was in Mayfield's Georgia 
studio/home that the tracks 
were laid. In addition, 
Sleepy's father is Jimmy 
Brown of 70's band Brick; Pops 
plays sax on the breezy, 
escapist "Wind " Big Rube 
recalls Gil-Scott Heron's old- 
school "rapping," or talk 
poetry. What separates Society 
of Soul from their predecessors 
is evident in their music as 
well as their themes — a 
penchant for relevance and 
modernity. On the album, 808
bass frequencies (a Southern 
tradition) blend surprisingly 
well with acoustics and Moog 
chords to lend 90's appeal to 
70's sounds; the vibe is quite 
relaxing, yet it bumps well. 
Background vocals add a satin 
touch to the chords and kicks. 
This tape is the one you want 
in the car, for cruising or 
relieving stress.
The moods are diverse, 
from the relaxed R & B stylings 
of "Embrace," "Wind," and 
"Changes," to the owww! 
funk of "Ghetto for Life" and 
"Peaches and Herb," to the 
progressive stylings of "Black 
Mermaid." "Mermaid" is the 
best soul song, thematically, 
that I have heard since "Back 
to Life" by Soul II Soul. 
Instead of being portrayed in 
terms of a crotch-stirring hoe 
or an unmanageable bitch, 
Black woman-hood is 
symbolically (and
refreshingly) celebrated in the 
tradition of Yemaya or Auset. 
It guides into deeper depths of 
.. .Love? Soul? Consciousness?
Continued on page 22
The Theory behind their Groove: An Interview with Bryce & Amel
By Mark Allwood 
Staff Writer
Listening to Groove 
Theory's album is an 
adventurous journey through 
time. It is filled with the 
realities of today, yet 
reminiscent of the classic R&B 
period. Sitting down to talk 
with them led to an interesting 
discussion about where music 
was, is, and will be.
Groove Theory is 
composed of Bryce Wilson, 24, 
and Amel Larrieux, 22. Prior 
to his work with Groove 
Theory, Wilson was a member 
of Mantronix. He helped them 
record two albums in two 
years. Wilson says Mantronix 
taught him "the difference 
between a domestic hit, and a 
hit all over the world." They 
also provided him with a 
knowledge of keyboards. 
Never having any formal 
training, he spent three years 
learning "how to produce."
Larrieux on the other 
hand, "worked for two years 
in the music business before 
hooking up with Bryce." She
mainly did background 
vocals and wrote songs. They 
met through a mutual friend 
and basically just clicked. 
"Once Amel wrote to one of 
my songs, that was it, we just 
kept going from there," said 
Wilson.
Groove Theory says they 
had to work for five years 
trying to come out. "We were 
treated like misfits. No one 
was trying to listen to us, it 
was real hard," said Wilson. 
He added some advice for 
young artists, asking them to 
"come out real, different, and 
make sure you're creative."
Creativity seems to be a 
key ingredient in the Groove 
Theory formula. Larrieux's 
beautiful, and sometimes 
painfully honest, lyrics blend 
melodically over Wilson's 
plush beats. When asked 
about their music, Wilson 
"would call it soul, though 
hip-hop is definitely the 
foundation."
The group's sound is 
highly reflective of the types 
of artists that they listen to 
themselves. They both like
D'Angelo and Stevie Wonder, 
and Larrieux says she "listens 
to Sade a lot." Wilson listens to 
everything from "Wonder to
George Crawford/Staff
Bryce Wilson
the Lost Boyz and the Fugees." 
He cites hip-hop as a major 
influence on him growing up. 
He added, "Amel's 
background is ridiculous. 
She's [been influenced] by 
singers that I've never even 
heard of. Her main sources of
inspiration are probably these 
artists and her sixteen month 
old daughter."
Groove Theory believes 
the R&B of today lacks the 
creativity of the classics. "A lot 
of stuff that came after Teddy 
[Riley] was just garbage," said 
Wilson. He added "the songs 
and artists [of today] lack 
personality. We're not gonna 
have any classics anymore, if 
we keep taking the old classics 
and bringing them back." 
They also feel that their 
prominence as artists gives 
them a certain level of 
responsibility. "We're young, 
we're Black, and we have 
creativity. Rappers are grown 
men. We need to teach 
teenagers that part of being a 
man is knowing what you can 
do and what you can't do," 
said Wilson. Speaking from 
experience, he says he's seen 
what the streets have to offer, 
and nothing is there.
The future for Groove 
Theory seems to be bright. 
Though Larrieux said she was 
pleased to be performing at 
Morehouse where, she thinks,
"many of the world's future 
leaders are," the House is just 
one stop in a hectic schedule.
George Crawford/Staff
Amel Larrieux
Following up "Tell Me," which 
was originally written for Trey 
Lorenz, will be "Keep Tryin'." 
Wilson is always busy, 
currently producing Sounds of 
Blackness, Changing Faces 
and Toni Braxton. Groove 
Theory is proving that their 
individual sound is truly a 




Ellen Foster: A Southern Classic
By Konata KMT (Steven Allwood) 
Staff Writer
Few small productions are 
able to evoke every emotion 
from laughter to tears, but 
“Ellen Foster" does just that. 
The uplifting story of a young 
girl's triumph over adversity 
and prejudice in the south 
during the 1970's, it is the 
latest presentation in the 
Horizon Theater Company's
"Ellen Foster" 
has all of the 






of support over 
time.
twelfth season of 
contemporary plays.
After witnessing her 
mother's suicide, young Ellen 
must provide for herself while 
dodging her father's drunken 
abuse. Her tale takes the 
audience on a journey from a 
mean spirited grandmother
who blames Ellen for her 
mother's death, to an ex­
hippie couple, to a snooty aunt 
and spoiled daughter. 
Meanwhile, Ellen is also 
locked in a struggle to 
reconcile her friendship with 
a "colored girl," Starletta, and 
the racism that is pushed upon 
her by many of the adults in 
her life. All of these adversities 
are confronted by 11-year old 
Ellen with an unconquerable 
spirit and a witty sense of 
humor. It is precisely this 
humor that Ellen is able to 
maintain that makes this such 
an enjoyable story.
In adapting Kaye Gibbons 
award-winning novel to the 
stage, Aaron Posner chose to 
create two Ellens — an adult 
narrative voice, and the child 
on stage. They are played by 
Heather Heath as the grown­
up Ellen and Jarrett Horne of 
Sutton Middle School as the 
young one. The two actresses 
combine perfectly to create 
one whole character. Through 
them, the interaction between 
Ellen's thoughts and actions 
becomes available to the 
audience. This proves to be an 
indispensable convention in 
the play.
Also, central to the 
presentation of this production 
is the inclusion of Southern 
roots music. Posner contends 
that "the music is the lifeblood 
of the play. Music connects the
scenes, creates the world in 
which Ellen lives, carries a 
wonderful emotional through- 
composed line, and keeps the 
story flowing." Rendered 
extremely well by musician 
Ryan Richardson, who also 
acts in multiple roles, the 
music creates each scene 
almost as a world unto itself 
as young Ellen moves from 
place to place in search of a 
home.
Overall, "Ellen Foster" has 
all of the makings of a 
Southern classic and should 
develop a steadily increasing 
base of support over time. 
Both the novel and play are 
relatively new. The novel was 
published in 1987 and was 
adapted to the stage in 1994. 
The 1994 opening in 
Philadelphia was met with 
enthusiastic response and the 
same is happening here in its 
Southern debut. "Ellen 
Foster" is inspiring and 
captivating, moving as well as 
hilariously funny.
Ellen Foster is a precious 
work of literary and theatrical 
art and should be treasured as 
such. This play runs from 
January 12 through February 
25 at the Horizon Theater in 
Little Five Points. Call the 
Horizon Theater for show 
times and ticket prices; student 
discounts are available. This 
is one play you do not want to 
miss.
a When did that chick from "Family Matters" get that 
fine? n Were you naughty or nice? ° What if Morehouse 
was black in practice instead of theory? □ Is Prince really 
getting married? a Is Judge Ito really presiding over 
Snoop's murder case? Can you say 'conspiracy'? o You 
heard about them phat parties they be throwin' at the 
Hut? a If they kill their own people, what'chu think 
they gonna do to you? a Why'd it take so long for 
Morehouse to give Sam Jackson his props □ ? a Why 
couldn't the Grinch steal Valentine's Day instead? o 





and the Whole Smurf Village (I had help this time)
Michael Jackson was black? Neither does he. □ What 
do you get when you cross Lee Majors with Deion 
Sanders? The 41 million dollar coon, o You seen 
Brandy's new show "Moesha?" If yes, can you still look 
at yourself in the mirror? a What if Farrakhan and 
Khaddafi really put together an all-black army? a Hey 
Jerry are you feelin' better? D How great is it to see 
Magic back in uniform? □ Where is Kool Moe Dee? a 
Who got the answers? n Are you still sleeping?
“Herstory to My Story”—A Celebration of Atlanta University Center Talents
By Konata KMT (Steven Allwood) 
Staff Writer
Always a highly 
anticipated event, 'Celebration 
in Black' is an annual theatrical 
production of Spelman 
College, put on in February to 
coincide with the African- 
American History Month. 
Produced, directed, written, 
and acted out by students of 
the A.U.C., 'Celebration' is an 
evocative, moving, and 
hilariously funny testament to 
the varied talents that the 
A.U.C. is home to.
I attended a recent 
rehearsal of this year's 
'Celebration,' and after 
watching a very entertaining 
scene rehearsal, I was able to 
speak to the director of the 
production, Penny Clemmons.
Clemmons, a Junior 
English/Pre Law major at 
Spelman, told me that the title 
of this year's 'Celebration in 
Black' is "Phases: Herstory to 
My Story."
"What it is, is a story about 
a young woman coming to
independence," she explained. 
"The year is 1999, it's a New 
Year's Eve party and she 
wants to go to the big New 
Year's celebration of the 
century. Her grandmother 
doesn't want her to go, so she 
stalls her by telling her the 
history of her great­
grandmother, her
grandmother, and her mother. 
That's why we named it 
Herstory. So it's basically 
going through the whole story, 
the whole lives of those 
women."
This year's production 
boasts a huge 40-member cast, 
and will span five decades of 
history. "We cover the 
twenties with a jazz club scene, 
the thirties' depression, we 
cover the 1960's as far as the 
Panthers are concerned," said 
Clemmons. "We deal with the 
seventies' women's lib and 
how African-American 
women had to literally fight 
the community, because that's 
not something we really talk 
about. We talk about the 
nineties and the women in the
nineties are reminiscing about 
the eighties, like Michael 
Jackson, the glove, all that 
stuff."
Clemmons also told me 
that the incorporation of dance 
into the play continues to be 
an important aspect of this 
year's production. Expect to 
see African dance, the 
Charleston of the 1920's, Hip 
Hop dance, and even a church 
scene where Celebration 
dancers "catch the holy 
ghost."
If my conversation with 
director Penny Clemmons is 
any indication, "Phases: 
Herstory to My Story" should 
be a magnificent performance. 
It will feature the best drama, 
singing, and dance that the 
talented students of the A.U.C. 
have to offer. When asked 
why Morehouse students 
should attend 'Celebration in 
Black,' Clemmons
replied,"They should come 
because this is a chance to 
really see the whole history of 
a group of African-American 
women, and it's our story. You
know we recently had the 
Million Man March and we 
stood by your side and said, 
'Okay Black men, we're with 
you.' And this is just a small 
time where Morehouse men 
can come and listen to our
Recommended Viewings
Play : Trick the Devil
The mythical story of how Blues master Robert Johnson 
"tricked the devil" and learned to play woman stealing blues 
is the basis for "Trick The Devil." Written by Bill Harris and 
directed by Thomas Jones, the play is also a tale of love gone 
bad. This Jomandi Production runs from Feb. 23-Mar. 10 at 
the 14th Street Playhouse. Prices range from $9-$25.
Television: America's Dream
Based on unforgettable short stories by Maya Angelou, 
Richard Wright and John Clarke, HBO premiers "America's 
Dream" on February 17 at 10:15 pm. Starring Wesley Snipes, 
Danny Glover and Jasmine Guy, this set of moving stories is 
a riveting look at a time when America was divided.
Movie: Once Upon A Time .. . When We Were Colored
One of the most important films of the year, "Once Upon A 
Time" is a warm, touching, human drama about rural 
Southern Blacks living in the years between 1946 and 1962. 
Starring A1 Freeman, Jr., Phylicia Rashad and more, "Once 
Upon A Time" is a film about dreams, ambitions, loyalties 
and hope. Check local listing for showplaces.
story." I can think of no better 
reason than that.
Editor's Note: This year's 
'Celebration in Black’ will be held 





The Sony Music tourMaybe one of the flyest 
concerts in recent 
Morehouse College 
History, The Sony Music 
Black College Tour at 
King Chapel 'blew the 
roof off the mother.' The 
concert was hosted by 
the God of Funk, George 
Clinton.
down — here at the House with 
promising new comers, 
UBU and Maxwell and 
headliners, Groove 
Theory and The Fugees. 
Big thanx goes out to the 
SGA, the Student 
Activities Center and to 
George Crawford for
the Kodaks - Good lookin'.staggered — better yet touched
Hustlers and Revolutionaries 
in a Society of Soul
Continued from page 20
Or all three. From the 
bubbling melody to the 
swirling effects on the 
vocals,- the song is vivid. 
The Black Love theme, 
sparked during the (Biblical) 
Genesis-influenced intro, is 
all over this album. It not 
limited to male/female love 
but shines on myriad levels 
and contributes to the 
overall aim of uplifting our 
people from a different 
angle than the preachy 
rapper's. (P.S., "Embrace" 
—which Society of Soul 
performed at our 
homecoming—is the must- 
have mood music for special 
somebodies and special 
occasions.)
This album has a couple 
of songs everyone will dig, 
but you'll appreciate it much 
more with a mature musical 
taste. Perhaps the presence 
of TLC on "Changes" will 
bring about the commercial 
success the band needs to 
open people's ears and
minds, and get the C.D. off 
the racks.
As both the east and 
west coast "playas" of the 
music industry have proven 
(I guess a "playa" just plays 
hit instrumentals, until 
they've played out), we 
must replenish the Black 
musical inventory; we must 
bring some soul back into a 
society that often acts as if it 
does not have one (or any). 
Big Rube provides the 
definitive focus for the ideals 
that guide this project. He 
explains, "The primary force 
that separates human from 
beast is soul... The primary 
force that links the soul to 
the body is the brain." The 
day our Black music loses its 
spirituality, is tlje day that 
our people, our nation and 
the world loses its mind and 
subsequently its soul. The 
title of the album 
admonishes, "Nurture your 
brainchild, protect your 
soul." Soul is life, and life is 
a lot harder than death. 
Food for thought...
Tony Rich Project: An Original Debut that Shows Promise
By MC Moses 
Staff Writer
A project usually means 
one of two things. One, a has- 
been performer trying to 
separate himself/herself from 
a previous image; or two, an
• artist trying to experiment 
with something new and 
hopefully different. I'm pretty 
sure that the latter is what 
Tony Rich is trying to achieve 
with his debut album "The
Tony Rich Project: Words."
However, I think he falls a 
bit short in creating something 
that is completely original. 
Although all of the tunes are 
produced, written, arranged, 
performed and programmed 
by Rich, they all sound as if 
they belong on a Babyface 
album.
That said, I think Rich has 
achieved a lyrical depth and 
musical quality that is rare on 
most R&B albums. The first 
three songs "Hey Blue," 
"Nobody Knows," and "Like 
A Woman" are mellow tunes 
that are sure to satisfy any 
slow-jam enthusiast. They
incorporate acoustic elements 
and drum programming that 
manage to avoid the played- 
out cliches that bombard us 
everyday.
The guys at Laface 
Records are known for a clean 
sound that is soothing to the 
ear, and they do not 
disappoint their listeners with 
this release. "Nobody Knows" 
is an especially poignant song 
about the loss of a lover. This 
is easily the best song on the 
album and could even get 
some radio play. But one just 
cannot get past the signature 
sound on which Babyface has 
based his career. I guess if you 
like Edmonds, then you can 
tolerate Rich.
However, the difference 
lies in the fact that Babyface 
usually can maintain a certain 
quality throughout an entire 
album, whereas Rich seems to 
fade as the album goes on. The 
last three songs amount to 
little more than fillers, but 
seven out of ten is not bad for 
a first try. A couple of other 
songs that I do like are "Billy 
Goat," a song about a guy who
has to leave town because of 
past actions, and "Grass Is 
Green," which deals with the 
frustration of a brother living 
in the city.
Overall, this is a good 
album, and Tony Rich shows
a lot of promise. It is 
refreshing that an R&B artist 
can show some lyrical depth 
and instrumental talent 
without losing a popular 
appeal that is key to making 
sales and generating interest.
You’ve always 
wanted to launch 
your career...
...with the information leader. Here's your chance. Dow Jones & Company, 
Inc., a leader in publishing, multimedia and interactive information services, 
has challenging opportunities available for enthusiastic, motivated entry-level 
professionals to join our organization. Positions are available at our Princeton 
and New York City area locations in the following departments:
Accounting • Editorial • Finance 
Sales • Systems Development/Programming
For details, check our posting in your Career Placement Office. 
Or if you prefer, forward your resume to:
Dow Jones & Company, Inc.
Staffing & Development Dept. MARTIG 




Please be certain to include the department code when responding.
EOE, M/F/D/V • Principals only may apply.
Dow Jones
& Company, Inc.
His talent will see him through 
any difficulties in the future 
and his music will only get 
better. "The Tony Rich Project: 
Words" is an okay album and 
garners three stars out of five 
(if we did the stars thing here).
By C. Reynard Hardiman 
Columnist
The Return of the Magic
Almost two weeks ago, 
the running joke in sports was 
that Earvin "Magic" Johnson 
was actually going to return to 
basketball. I, for one, refused 
to believe that Magic would 
return to the court when he 
had his fight with AIDS and 
his successful business 
ventures off the court to deal 
with. Well, on January 26, 
1995, it was a rumor no more. 
Although he looked out of 
shape on game day, Magic 
gave Latrell Sprewell and his 
fans a show we will never
• forget.
After a four year absence 
from the court, Johnson scored 
19 points, 10 rebounds, and 10 
assists. These numbers are 
similar to the career numbers 
he posted before he left the 
league. At a post-game press 
conference, Magic dispelled all 
rumors about monetary 
reasons by stating, "It was for 
the love of the game."
Maroon Tigers Basketball Team Pounce 
Early on Clark-Atlanta University's Panthers
By Richard N. Hayes 
Sports Editor
Despite national rankings 
and pre-game hype, some 
things remain the same in the 
A.U.C. Morehouse is 
Morehouse, and Clark Atlanta 
is still Clark Atlanta. The 
Maroon Tigers built a double 
figure lead early and held on 
to defeat Clark Atlanta by a 
score of 100-93. However, the 
game was not without its share 
of tense moments, many of 
which came down the stretch 
in what may be remembered 
as the best five minutes of the 
season.
Morehouse was up 9 at the 
five minute mark before Clark 
Atlanta's Darren Mitchell hit 
two free throws to cut the lead 
to 7, 87-80 with 4:54 left in the 
game. The Maroon Tigers 
failed to successfully inbound 
the ball and a CAU lay-up 
trimmed the lead to 5, 87-82 
with 4:32 left in the contest. 
The two teams traded baskets 
over the next minute and a half 
until back to back Morehouse 
turnovers gave Clark Atlanta
The ultimate question on 
everyone's mind right now is, 
"How will this help the 
Lakers?" Although Magic is 
back, I do not believe that the 
Lakers will win the Western 
Conference title this year. The 
Houston Rockets and the 
Seattle Supersonics are 
playing good basketball right 
now, and it looks as if they 
cannot be touched.
Although Magic is 
playing center and power 
forward with the same 
"showtime" style of his point 
guard days, Lakers Coach 
Dale Harris admitted that 
Magic is overweight and that 
they will try to work him back 
into his old position, "after we 
[the coaching staff] think that 
he is ready." Even if Magic is 
worked back into his old 
position, I don't expect them 
to get past the second round 
of the playoffs.
Un"BulT’ievable
I know when I wrote the 
first installment of the NBA 
Beat, I said the Chicago Bulls
a chance to make the contest 
an one possession game.
Vincent Alston scored a 
lay-up for the Panthers and 
suddenly CAU only trailed by 
3, 93-90. On the next 
possession, Morehouse went 
to Michael Harris and Harris 
drew a foul from the Panthers. 
Harris hit the front end but 
missed the second free throw. 
Morehouse rebounded but 
turned the ball over, again 
opening the door for the 
Panthers. Clark Atlanta 
would again pull within three 
before sending the Maroon 
Tigers back to the free throw 
line. This time Morehouse 
missed both free throws, Clark 
Atlanta rebounded and called 
time-out. The Panthers had 
the ball, a three point deficit 
and their national ranking on 
the line. After the timeout, the 
Maroon Tigers applied 
pressure and forced CAU into 
their most costly turnover of 
the game. A travelling 
violation with 52 seconds left 
gave the Maroon Tigers the 
ball, and apparently the game.
But, hold on a minute!
would not win the World 
Championship this year. Well, 
everyone is entitled to make 
one major, humiliating 
mistake. On February 1,1996, 
the Bulls defeated the 
Sacramento Kings to 
accomplish a feat that, 
regardless of this season's 
outcome, will place them in the 
record books: they have started 
a season 40-3.
Although I said that they 
would never beat teams like 
Houston, Indiana, New York, 
or Orlando, they have played 
each of these teams and have 
beat them at least once or, in 
most cases, twice. Each night, 
the Bulls have consistently beat 
teams by ten points or more, 
and they led the entire game in 
at least twenty-five matches.
Why are they successful? 
This "bull-rush" is due mainly 
to the rebounding of the 
"tamed" rebounding monster 
Dennis Rodman, the shooting 
and raw power of Scottie 
Pippen and the "higher" level 
of play from the bench. 
Although Jordan is still
Morehouse again turned the 
ball over, Kavonte Ivery stole 
the ball and after his lay-up, it 
was an one-point contest, 94- 
93 Tigers with 48 seconds left 
on the clock. Six seconds later, 
Morehouse point guard 
Herman Banks drew a foul 
against the Panthers and stood 
on the line with the game in his 
hands. Banks, who had played 
brilliantly throughout the 
contest, drilled the first, then 
the second free throw and 
Morehouse led by three, 96-93. 
Clark Atlanta still had time, 
though.
The Panthers had an 
opportunity to tie but Ivery's 
three point attempt was short 
and Justin Miller grabbed the 
rebound. Miller proceeded to 
can two free throws icing the 
Maroon Tigers biggest win of 
the season. Banks led 
Morehouse with 26, Harris had 
23, Miller added 16 and 10 
boards, and Wallace Corker 
chipped in 12. CAU's 
Mantavious Miller led all 
scorers with 27.
playing on a level no-one else 
is capable of playing on, his 
scoring is slightly inconsistent. 
Also, the Bulls are receiving 
help from some very unlikely 
sources. Jordan's new 
supporting cast, the bench of 
Kukoc, Bucheler, and Kerr, 
showed up to outscore the 
Kings' second stringers 34-4.
Although the Bulls are on 
track to a six loss season, I 
figure they will lose ten games
CLASSIFIEDS
OPPORTUNITIES
$1750 weekly possible 
mailing our circulars.
For info call 301-306-1207.
ALASKA EMPLOYMENT - 
Students Needed! Fishing 
Industry. Earn up to $3,000 
- $6,000+ per month. Room 
and Board! Transportation! 
Male or Female. No 
experience necessary. Call 
(206)971-3510 ext A53891
CRUISE SHIPS HIRING - 
Earn up to $2,000+/month. 
World travel. Seasonal & 
full-time positions. No exp 




Organizations and Small 
Groups to Promote SPRING 
BREAK '96. Earn MONEY 
and FREE TRIPS. CALL 
THE NATION'S LEADER, 
INTER-CAMPUS 
PROGRAMS
http: / / www.icpt.com 
1-800-327-6013
SERVICES
FREE FINANCIAL AID! 
Over $6 Billion in FREE 
financial aid is now 
available from public and 
private sector grants & 
scholarships. All students 
are eligible regardless of 
grades, income, or parent's 
income. Let us help. Call 
Student Financial Services: 
1-800-263-6495 ext. F53891
at the most. If you think that 
the Bulls can maintain this 
pace, think again. One must 
remember that this is the 
National Basketball
Association, where, on any 
given night, any team can be 
beaten. On the other hand, I 
fear that we "anti-Bulls" 
believers might be licking our 
wounds, when they win 
another championship this 
year.




The Live Audition Line 
900-654-9744 
($2.00 per minute)
Including how to put together 
a successful demo package, 
publishing, sampling,
royalties, copyrights, record 
company addresses,,
convention listings, questions 
answered...and the chance to 
audition live via phone and 
win a free demo package if 
chosen as our monthly 
winner
18 or older
Sponsored by DT Music 
Media, Brooklyn, NY
TRAVEL
JAMAICA SPRING BREAK 
from $350 Atlanta each 
(800) "U" REGGAE... (800) 
873-4423 ReggaeJAM 24 hr. 
free information
SALES
Work your own hours selling 
membership for CDS. Great 
weekly commissions with 
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"The Lesson"
By the Big Dog
They sat together in the dark expanse of his mind. Recklessly swinging on a stellar porchswing; 
overlooking the sun setting on Jupiter.
"And what will become of their music? " the novice asked.
"Only the deaf, embalmed in eternal-silence, will hear what is worth hearing," she answered. 
"And of language, thought, color? " he posed.
"3 sides of an obsolete pyramid, which of course is the ultimate paradox, " she responded.
But "Where," he wondered, and "How," he questioned, and "Why," he demanded. The 
novice had absorbed all but the most important of lessons; the word, as communicative device, is 
superfluous.
They watched as Mars ran revolutions around Venus, stopped, took a breath, and then 
continued, sweating profusely under the unbearable light of the moon. And he raised his hand, 
as a novice does, and questioned once again.
"When?".
"Always never," she returned.
Omniscience became his.
Composed, written, arranged then performed to perfection 
Always & foreva sex the mic with affection 
Selection of verbs and adjectives with no additives 
based on actual facts the truth is neva lacked 
Exact pictures are painted make vivid illustrations 
like to think of my notebook as a museum in the makin' 
Yo nathan is stopping me, my mic is valued property 
& Capital gain is sustained when handled properly 
Life's a monopoly you gotta think and grow rich 
Physically & Mentally or else life's a b*tch
untitled 
water color
by Erin Davis, Spelman Class of '97
—Swindle of "Universal Slang"
It seems as if wherever you go, there's a freestyle cipher goin' on on every corner. Kids test 
and build on one another's skills, representin' for the block back home, and the dorm down 
here. It was just three short years ago that similar ciphers were a regular occurrence on the 
first floor of DuBois Hall. After class, after meals, and after dark, eight brothers began 
developing the formidable force of what is now called Universal Slang, one of the phattest 
underground hip-hop groups in the AUC.
The crew has evolved since '93-'94, building lyrical pyramids over gardens of music that are 
conceived and produced by crew member Jay. Swift the Dead Goat describes the group's 
music as "Street intellectual stuff. The beats is incredible.. .When Jay gets finished samplin' 
a piece of music, you don't even recognize what it was originally, but you know that it 
sounds like hip-hop, and you know that it's phat." Umi, aka Swindle, adds that different 
sections of the music offer different lessons for the listener, as the members take from the 
soul to present what they call "Life music," though the crew emphatically rejects any 
comparison to Speech or his sound.
Look out for Universal Slang, whose five other members are Rah, Fiz, Kinkaid Hymnz, and 
the Storm Troopers, aka the Mad Twinz. Though they insist that they're not necessarily in 
the rap game for the money, it's inevitable that the underground will rise up to spread butta 
over the surface. They said they'd be content to concentrate on ballin', ladies, and books if 
they couldn't rhyme, but as Swindle's featured rhyme proves, those other things might have 
to wait a minute.
The Morehouse College English Club 
will host
The 1996 Drama Festival.. .
And YOU Can Be 
The Star of The Show!!!
This showcase will be held in April, 
so we need your plays Now!
Special Guest: Kenny Leon 
Director of the Alliance Theatre
If you are an inspiring student playwright and interested 
in featuring your play in this extravaganza, submit your 
one-act play to Mrs. Pierce in the English Department by 
February 26, 1996!
Please submit a cover sheet which includes your address 
and phone number. Manuscripts will not be returned.
